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Advertifement* 

nPHE editor of the following pieces is in pof- 
"*• fcflion of fome particulars relative to the 
author^ which^ he has reafon to thinks might 
intereft the curiolity of a refpcdable clafs of 
readers, and even prepofiefs them in favour of 
the publication. As, however, an impartial 
judgment on its merits is wifhed for, and the edi- 
tor's availing himfelf of fuch an advantage 
might fuggeft the idea of attempting to bias the 
public opinion, no communication of the fort 
is allowed. Permifiion could not be obtained 
to mention even the particular age at which the- 
author wrote thc(e pieces. It was in vain the ^ 
editor's partiality for them induced him to ex- 
prcfs fomething more than hope, that their 
merits with the public might reft little on that 
circumilance. For he has ever been perfuaded, 
that the fuccefs of the moft admired produdlions 
of the irtgenium precox, at Icaft in our own lan- 
guage, has been much more owing to their in- 
trinfic worth, than to the period of life at which 

they 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

they were written. His principal motive, there- 
fore, could he have imparted the particular lall 
alluded to, had been only to contribute one fad 
more towards the fcience of human nat ure. The 
author's delicacy, however, was not to be over- 
come, and to that mufl be attributed the air of 
myllery, * which, it is feared, may difcover itfelf 
in introducing this publication to the world. 

Whatever merit the plan of the following 
work may be thought to want in fome refpefts, 
it is at leaft prefumed to be new ; and perhaps a 
better could not have been found for the difplay 
of a pidurefque imagination. Ic was the deiign 
of the writer to exhibit flriking objeds both of 
nature and art, together with fome iketches of 
human life and manners, through a more origi- 
nal medium than thofc ufually adopted in the 
walk of novel-writing and romance. How far 
the attempt has fucceeded is now left to the can- 
did decifion of the public 

THE EDITOR. 



Aldrovandus Magnus. 



THIS illuftrious artift was one of 
the firft who brought the art of 
painting in oil to a degree of perfcdtion. 
It is well known, that Hubert and John 
Van-eyck in a manner difcovered this 
admirable fecret, the finding of which 
occafioned almoft as much trouble as 
the refcarches after the philofopher's 
ftone 5 but though the Van-eycks fuc^ 
cccded to the admiration of all Europe, 
iliU the mod experienced colourifts una^ 
nimoufly allow Aldrovandus to have 
exceeded them in every refpeft. His 
varnilh (compofed chiefly-, of nut-oil) 
gave a fuperior glow to hi«^ paintings^ 

B rendered 



2 ALDROVANDUS 

rendered the tints more mellow, and the 
nice ftrokes of his pencil far more dif- 
cernab4e than thofe of the Van-eycks : 
this circumftance alone isfufficient to 
give the preference to our artift, had 
fiot his knowledge of the demi-tints raifed 
him above all his predeceffors. Bruges 
claims the honour of his birth, which 
happened on St. Simon's day, 1473. 
His parents, wealthy merchants trading 
to the Levant, intended to fend him into 
thofe countries, that he might acquire 
the language and be ferviceable in their 
commerce. Every thing w^s agreed 
upon, and the day fixed for his depar- 
ture. Fortunately for the arts, Jean 
Hemmeline, a difciple of the Van-eycks, 
chanced to pay a vifit to the old Aldro- 
vandus, ^is beloved friend, on the eve 
of his fon's departure. Obferving a 

number 
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number of loofe papers covered with 
(ketches of animals and figures, fcattered 
about the apartment, Hemmeline was 
tempted to take up fome of them, and 
fitting down began to examine them 
with attention. He had not long con- 
templated them, before he broke out 
into exclamations of furprize, and en- 
quired haftily for their author. The 
father, who was writing at his defk by 
the fire fide, paid little attention to his 
friend's eathufiafin, and it was not till 
Hemmeline had pulled him three times 
by the fleeve that he cared to give any 
anfwer. Being of a very phlegmatic 
difpofition, he replied coolly, " that they 
were his fon's fcratches, and that he be- 
lieved he would ruin him in paper were 
he to live much longer in fuch an idle 
wajr.*' *' Truly," faid his mother, who 

B 2 was 



4 ALDROVANDUS 

was knitting in a great chair oppoHte to 
his father, and who was rcfolved to put 
in her word, *'our child is very inno- 
cently employed, and although he doth 
marr a little paper, or fo, there is no 
need of fnubbing him as you always do.' • 
" Woman," anfwered old Aldrovandus, 
*' ceafe thy garrulity, our fon will be 
ihipped off to-morrow, fo there needs 
no farther words." Upon this the mo- 
ther burft into tears, and, as (he was al- 
ways averfe to her fon's voyage, took 
this opportunity to give vent to her for- 
row, and with a piteous voice cried out, 
*' You will, then, barbarous man ! Fa- 
ther without bowels! you will, then, 
e^cpofe our firft born to dwell amongft a 
parcel of brutal circumcifcd Moors and 
infidels. You will, then, have him go 

^ver fca and be ftiipwreckcd without 

chriftian 
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chriiVian burial. O Lord! O Lord! 
why cannot folks live every one under 
his own figtree, without roving and wan- 
dering through perils and dangers, that 
make my blood run cold to think of. 
And all this for the lucre of gain ! Are 
we not bleffed with a competence at 
home, without looking for fuperfluities 
abroad ? Yes, my precious baby, you 
(hall not be torn from me. Here, take 
my ruby crofs, my gold bodkins, and all 
my parafernalia, leave me but Anthony 
myfon . • . Anthony, myfon, .... 
O!" — The poor lady pronounced thefe 
laft words with fuch vehemence, that, 
her fpirits failing her, Ihe fell into a 
fwoon ; and whilft proper affiftance was 
called for, Hemmeline^ touched with her 
fituation (for he was full of fenfibility) 
drew his chair near old Aldrovandus^ 

and 



6 ALDROVANDUS 

and held the following difcourfe : " You 
know, my dear friend, that Providence 
has been bountiful unto me, and that 
under its proteftion my talents have pro- 
cured me an affluent fortune, to which I 
have no heir; for to fay truth, I have 
had no time to beget children, and ma- 
trimony I have always regarded as a 
gilded pill, fair to the eye and bitter to 
the palate; therefore I have been feveral 
times on the very point of making you a 
propofition, which perhaps may not be 
difagreeable." There was a folemnity in 
this harangue very fuitableto the genius of 
Aldrovandus ; the mention of affluence 
too and fortune tickled his ears, and the 
propofition not yet explained rouzed his^ 
attention. So conveying his pen into 
his wig, and twirling his thumbs round 
each other, the merchant turned a very 

placid 
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placid countenance towards Hemmeline, 
who continued : " In good truth, I have 
fixed upon an heir; I have caft on An- 
thony the eyes of adoption, and if you 
will but confent, I will defray the ex- 
pences you have incurred in equipping 
him for the voyage, then I will take him 
home, nourifh him with parental tender- 
nefs, and next I will teach him the prin- 
ciples of my art •, for his capacity is ca- 
pacious, and if the bloflbms of his genius 
are duly cultivated, they will produce 
fuch fruit as will aftonifti the world. 
After my death he fliall inherit all my 
poffeflions. Go then unto his mother, 
and comfort her, for fhe is grievoufly 
affliAed." That I may not detain my 
readers with unneceffary details, I will 
briefly acquaint them, that Anthony 
Aldrovandus was, after fome delibera- 
tion. 



8 ALDROVANDUS 

tion, placed under the care of Hcmme- 
line, and the projeft of his voyage aban- 
doned* Thofe who, after having been 
reftrained in their warmeft inclinations, 
find themfclvcs on a fudden free, may 
conceive the joy of young Aldrovandus, 
when he found himfelf at liberty to pur- 
fue his beloved ftudics. He now applied 
himfelf with fuch intenfenefs, that the 
kind Hemmeline was obliged to check 
an ardour, which might have proved 
prejudicial to his health ; but nothing 
could hinder our young artift from giv- 
ing four hours in a day to chemiftry, his 
favourite fciencc. Hemmeline was very 
aOiduous in the laboratory, and had fome 
part in the difcovery of many admirable 
compofitions, which contributed to the 
pcrfeftion of Aldrovandus's colours, ever 
famous for their fplcndor and durability. 

The 
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The judicious Hemmeline, marking the 
progrcfs of his difciple, thought himfuf* 
ficiently grounded in his art to give his 
paintings to the public, arid purpofely 
to make his talents known quitted the 
village of Damme, which had been their 

refidcnce for eight years, and travelled to 
Ghent, where they arrived the 6th of 
Sept. 1492. Hemmeline immediately 
hired a houfe and furniihed it with his 
own and Aldrovandus's paintings, which 
foon attrafted the admiration of the cu- 
rious, who flocked in crouds to behold 
them. Adam Spindlemans, a rich 
burgher of Ghent, purchafcd five of the 
moft capital performances, which he fcnt 
as prefents to the Dukes of Parma and 
Placentia, princes who delighted in the 
encouragement of arts, and whofe cabi* 
nets began to be filled jyith the choiceft 

C pro- 
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produftions of the pencil. Such a ge- 
nius as Aldrovandus could not long re- 
main in obfcurity, George Podcbrac, 
Duke of Bohemia, formerly the patron 
of Hemmeline, defired him to fend his 
difciple to his court, at the fame time 
promifing the moft ample encourage- 
ment. An offer like this was not to be 
rejedted, efpecially as Hemmeline was 
under fuch obligations to the Bohemian 
monarch that he could hardly have refuf- 
ed it with decency. Belides he had other 
reafons,of no lefs confequence to his difci- 
pie's advancement. Aldrovandus was not 
infenfible to the charms of the fair fcx, 
and Ann Spindlemans, whofe' beauty and 
coynefs had been fatal to many lovers, 
held him in her chains. In vain he pre- 
fented her with eaftern curiofities, which 
his mother had privately procured him. 

In 
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In vain he laid a pair of (ilk dockings 
at her feet, at that period a valuable 
rarity. Not all his affiduity could pro- 
cure him the leaft favour, fo far was he 
from hoping ever to garter his prefent 
above the knee. It is incredible what 
elegant clofet pictures he lavifhed upon 
this haughty beauty. It was for her he 
finifhed fo exquifitcly the adventure of 
Salmacis and Hermaphroditus, a fable 
the very reverfe of his own unhappy 
Situation. It was at her define he im- 
pioufly changed the facred ftory of Bell 
and the Dragon, began for the Benedic- 
tines, into the garden of the Hefperides, 
guarded by a more fagacious monfter. 
This trait fcandalized his matter, whofe 
chaftity had taken the alarm at feveral 
other of his proceedings, and, under 
pretence of vifiting his parents, he found 

C 2 means 



12 ALDROVANDUS 

jneans to fnatch him from the allure- 
ments of Ann Spindlemans *, nor was ic 
till after he had left Ghent ten leagues 
. behind, that he perceived the deceit. 
Such are the reveries into which love- 
lorn paffion plunges his votaries; !■ 
Hemmeline, who accompanied hi^ difci? 
pie, tried by fage difcourfes to fet hi? 
condud in its proper light, and told hini 
with his accuflomed gravity, that what 
was right could not be wrong, and vice 
verfd. He added, ** that youth was the 
feafon of folly, and that pafTion was like 
an unbridled horfe, a torrent without a 
dike, or a candle with a thief in it, ancj 
ended by comparing Ann Spindlemans 
hcrfelf to a vinegar-bottle, who would 
deluge the fallad of matrimony with 
much more vipegar than oil." He con- 
tinued for two long hours in this figurar 
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tivc ftylc, when obferving his difciple's 
eyes nearly clofed, he gave another fillip 
to his imagination, and attempted to ex- 
cite his attention by more fplendid ideas. 
J^ow he reprefcnted to him what golden 
advantages would fpring from his refi* 
dence at Prague, what honours, what 
emoluments; and next he brought to 
view Duke Podebrac, with great folem- 
nity appointing him his painter, and 
holding forth chains and medals deco- 
rated with coftly gems, as the reward of 
his labours. Thefe chains and medals 
the fagacious painter took great care 
to wave frequently before the eye of 
his fancy, and this leffened, in fomq 
meafure, the acutenefs of his forrow. 
Thefe flattering dreams ferved to alle- 
viate his grief during the journey, an4 
before he arrived at Prague had almofl: 

efrace4 
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effaced Ann Spindlemans from his me- 
mory. How inconftant is youth, how 
apt to change, how fond of roving ! 
But let us return to our artifts, who met 
with the moft honourable reception from 
the Duke. He immediately gave them 
an apartment in his palace, appointed 
them a magnificent table, and officers to 
attend them. 

Aldrovandus, delighted with the ge- 
nerous treatment he had received, re- 
fumed his employments with double 
alacrity, and began an altar-piece for 
the cathedral, in which he may be faid 
to have furpaffed himfelf. The fubjed, 
Mofes and the burning buih, was com- 
pofed in the moft mafterly manner, and 
the flames reprcfentcd with fuch truth 
and vivacity, that the young Princefs 

Ferdi* 
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Ferdinanda Joanna Maria being brought 
by the Duchcfs, for a little recreation, to 
fee him work, cried our, " La ! Mamma, 
I won't touch that bramble bulh for fear 
it ihould burn my fingers!" This cir- 
cumftance, which I am well aware fome 
readers will deem trifling, gained our 
painter great reputation amongft all the 
courtiers, and not a little applaufe to her 
Serene Highnefs, for her aftonilhing dif- 
cernment and fagacity. All the nurfes 
and fome of the ladies in waiting de* 
clared, flie was too clever to live long, 
and they were not miftaken, for this ad* 
mirable Princefs departed this life Jan. 
23d, 1493, and it was unanimously ob- 
ferved, that had fhe lived, fhe would 
have been indubitably the jewel of Bohe- 
mia. This may feem a digreffion ; but 
as it was her Serene Highnefs who firfl: 

gave 
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gave her fpotlefs opinion of ouf artift^a 
Incrit, I could not difpenfc with men- 
tioning thefe few words in relation to 
her, and confccrating a tear to her me- 
mory. Aldrovandus was fcnfibly af- ^ 
flifted at her lofs, and painted her apo- 
theofis with wonderful intelligence. He 
reprefented the heavens wide open, 
iand the Blefled Virgin in a rich robe of 
ultramarine, feated, according to cuftom, 
on the back of the old ferpent, whofe 
fcales were horribly natural. Mercury, 
poetically habited, was placed judicioufly 
in the off-fkip, with an out-ftretched 
arm, receiving the royal infant from thd 
city of Prague. She was draped in a 
faffron Hole, which feemcd to float fo na- 
turally in the air, that a fpefbator might 
have fworn the wind blew it into all its 
beautiful folds* Above were gods and 

goddefles. 
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goddeffes, faints and angels. Below 
were forefts and gilded fpires, nymphs, 
faunS) dryads and hamadryads, all clafll- 
cally adorned with emblems and fym* 
Ij^ bols. This mailer-piece gained him the 
eftecm of Podebrac and the whole court, 
to which was added a rich chain with the 
Duke's pifturej and a purfe containing 
1000 rixdollars. Encouraged by this 
liberality, Aldrovandus exerted himfelf 
more and more. It is from this time 

we may date fome of his moft capital 
productions. The tower of Babel, in 
which he exprefled the confufion of lan- 
guages. Lot's wife, the^Duchefs of Bo- 
hemia, and two highly finiihed land- 
fcapes, fince loft in the confufion of war, 
were all difperfed among the Bohemian 
nobles, who vied with each other in load- 
ing him with prefents. His genius was 

D now 



i8 ALDROVANDUS 

now in its full vigour, his touch fpirited,. 
his colours harmonious, and his drawing 
correct. Italy envied the Bohemian 
court the pofTcfllon of fuch an artift, and 
feveral of her Princes tried all poflible ^^ 
means to engage him to vifit them ; but 
liotwithftanding the great defire he had 
to behold the lovely profpefts of Italy,, 
the magnificence of Rome, and the re- 
mains of ancient grandeur fo interefting 
to a pifturefque eye, he rcfufed every 
offer, and refolved never to quit a mo- 
narch, from whom he had experienced 
ftich generofity. Podebrac, charmed 
with thefe fcntiments, decorated him 
with the order of the Ram, and gave him 
in marriage Joan Jablinouiki, a young 
iady to whom nature and fortune had 
been lavifli of their favours. Their 
nuptials were celebrated by torch light 
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an one of the royal gardens, and their 
Majefties and the whole court graced 
the ceremony with their prefcnce; but 
this entertainment was unfortunately 
interrupted by the fudden death of 
jHemmeline, who had long been troubled 
with a bcukmee^ or voracious appetite^ 
^hich occafioned him to devour what- 
ever was fet before him with a frightful 
precipitation. He niet his fate in a huge 
pike, which he foon reduced to a mere 
ikeleton^ and foon after feeling a death- 
like cold at his ftomach^ called feebly to 
Aldrovandus, fqueezed his hand and ex- 
pired. The bridegroom was dreadfully 
difconcerted by this event, for he fin- 
<:erely efteemed his mafter, notwithftand- 
jng the reproofs he had often received 
from him; and indeed he had every 
jreafon to refped his memory, as all the 
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20 ALDROVANDUS 

wealth of Hemmeline now became his 
own. 

Aldrovandus was now arrived at 
the fummit of profperity : univerfally 
cfteemed and admired, careffed by a 
puiffant Prince, folaced by the blandiih- 
ments of a lovely fpoufe, this happy 
painter had not a wifh unfatisfied. He 
now began to enjoy his opulence in a 
palace he had built, and there divided 
his time between the delights of his art 
and the pleafures of fociety. Difciples 
flocked from very remote parts to feek 
his inftrudtions ; but he difmiflcd them 
all with handfome prefents, two only ex- 
cepted, whofe conduft particularly won 
his efteem. The two eledt were An- 
drew Guelph and Og of Bafan, fince fo 
famous in the annals of painting. I'he 

aliiduity 
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affiduity of thefe young men was incrc* 
dible, and their talents aftonifhed Aldro* 
vandus, who ufed always to be faying, 
** If Og had lived before the Deluge, he 
would certainly have obtained permiffion 
from Noah to have been of the party in the 
ark," Andrew Guelph he allowed to pof- 
fefs great merit, furprizing fire of genius, 
and an imagination tempered by fcience, 
and Gonfequently fgper-excellent. In 
converfing with his choien friends, and in- 
truding his difciples, Aldrovandus paff^ 
cd many happy years, diverfified by the 
birth of four children, to whom Fcjrdi- 
nand gave letters of nobility. At length 
fortune, tired with lavijfhing on him her 
gifts, clouded the evening of his life by 
an unforcfeen misfortune. As he and 
his difciples worked night and day at a 
fuite of paintings which was to contain 

the 
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the whole hiftory of the Goths and Van* 
dais, canvas began to grow exceedingly 
rare, and Ferdinand, touched with the 
lamentations of his favourite, fummoned 
a folemn council, at which he ordered 
him to aflift, with Andrew Guelph and 
Og of Bafan bearing the (ketches of part 
of the great hiftorical work. The coun* 
cil affemblcd ; Podebrac afcended the 
throne ; the trumpets founded y the 
painters arrived, and the paintings were 
expofed to the admiration of this auguft 
aflcmbly, who conferred on Aldrovan- 
dus the tide of Magnus, nem. con. Af- 
terwards they proceeded to bufinefs, and 
voted a fupply of canvas. Several of 
tlie nobles diftinguifhed themfelves by 
yery elegant harangues, and his Highnefs 
UTued forth a proclamation, whereby he 
declared it treafon for any of his liege 

fubjeCts 
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ftibjefts to conceal, purloin, or alienate 
any roll, bundle, or fardel of canvas 
within his dominions^ thereby impeding 
the coUeAion which the aforefaid Aldro-* 
vandus Magnus, Kjiight of the mofl no* 
ble order of the Ram, was empowered 
to make; Now waggons and fledges 
arrived from every quarter, bringing the 
tributary canvas to Aldrovandus's pa- 
lace. He, tranfported with gratitude, 
and fired by that enthufiafm to which 
we owe fo many capital works, refolved to 
outdo his former outdoings, on the fub-^ 
jeft of Prince Drahomire, who in theyear 
921 was fwallowed up by an earthquake 
in that fpot where now ftands the palace 
of Radzen. Animated by this glorious 
fubjeft, he cried aloud for canvas, but 
inftead of canvas, his difciples, with fin- 
ged beards, brought the news of the con- 
flagration 
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flagration of his warehoufe, in which 
every thread of k was confumed. What 
a difappointmcnt to coUefted genius ! A 
paroxyfm of grief enfued; and calling 
out continually "Drahomirc! Canvas! 
and St. Luke!^* Aldrovandus Magnus 
expired. There was hardly a dry eye in 
Prague. The Duke groaned; the cour- 
tiers wept ; his difciples painted his cata- 
ftrophe ; the people put on black 5 the 
univerfity conipofed epitaphs, and Pro- 
feffor Clod Lumpewitz exceeded them 
alK His performance happily cfcaped 
the wreck of time, and I have the plea- 
fure of fetting it before my readers, with 
a verfion, fuppofed to be made by the in* 
gcnious Mafter John Ogilby, 

Pldor Alexandrl titnlum geric Aldrovandus; 
Pidlor erat magnos ; magnus erat Macedo. 
Mortis erat fimilis (fie fertur) caafa duobus : 
Huic regna, autem ilti cannaba deficiunt. 

Magnus, 
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Magnus, the title of old Alexander, 
Wasalfo that of Painter Aldrovand' here : 
The one for want of • worlds to conquer cricd^ 
T' other for lack of canvas nobly died. 



• It is remarkable that the learned Profeffor Clod 
Lumpewitz ev«r maintained that this renowned Conque- 
ror was cruelly afperfed, by thofe who have killed him 
by drinking; and inftead of merely crying for more 
vrorlds to conquer, he inllfted that he died folely on that 
account. The critical reader will obferve, that the ad- 
mirable Ogilby, in conformity with the general opinion^ 
bae taken a fmall libeity with his author. 
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Atidrew Guelph^ 

AND 

Og of Bafan^ 

Disciples of Aldrovandus Ma^^nust* 



THE obfcure vil]^^ of Bafan, fitu* 
ated on the wilds of Pomerania^ 
gave birth to Andrew Guelph and to 
Og, from thence denominated, of Bafan^ 
Andrew's parents were repvitable far- 
mers^ who tilled their own lands^ and had 
the comfort of feeing their numerous 
herds grazing in their own paftures. 
Without the delicacies of Kfe, they en-« 
joyed every neceffary, and being ignorant 
i)f a higher ftation were amply contented 

E 2 with 
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with their own. GeofFry Simons, or 
Sikimonds, the brother of Andrew's mo- 
ther, was efteemed the father of Og, tho* 
there arc who affcrt he was of far more 
illuftrious extraftion ; as Prince Henry 
Suckingbottle and Felt Marfhal Swap- 
pingback had paffcd through his na- 
tive village fome nine months before his 
birth, and had honoured his mother 
with particular marks of condefcenfion 
and aflfability. But whether they really 
were his earthly fathers I will' not pre- 
tend to determine; certain it is that 
they flood by proxy as his godfathers^ 
Feb. 3y 15 19, in the parifli church of St. 
Sigifmund, and by their defire he was 
baptized by the name of Og, common 
to their illuftrious anceftors. 

The rclationfbip between Og and An- 
drew 
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drew afforded them frequent opportuni- 
ties of being together, and the fimilarity 
of difpofition united them by much 
ftronger ties than thofe of blood. Their 
employments frequently called them into 
the fields, and it was in mutually delight- 
ing to obfcrve nature, that they firft im* 
bibed the defire of imitating her produc- 
tions. Seldom did the fun fet before they 
had engraved on the rocks the refemblancc 
of fome of the flirubs that grew from the 
fiflures, or the likenefs of feveral of the 
goats that came to drink at the fpring 
beneath. The defire of excelling each 
other produced many furprizing efforts 
of genius, and it happened after they 
had amufed themfelves almoft five years 
in covering the neighbouring rocks with 
their fculptures, that Og*s mother unfor- 
tunately loft a fhcep, on which fhe had 

placed 
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placed her afFeftions. Searching for'hei' 
loft favourite fhe climbed the rocks, 
to which her fon and his friend were? 
accuftomed to refort. The firft ob- 
je<Sl that ftruck her eyes was the por- 
trait of the animal Ihe was looking for, 
Iketched out upon the ftone. When 
Ihe returned home Ihe could not help 
relating what ihe had fecn to a Jew, wlio 
frequented her houfe, and who had been 
educated a painter. The Jew offered to 
cultivate the talents of Og^ and Andrew 
ardently begged to receive his inftruc- 
tions together with his friend. Their 
joint rcqueft granted, both learnt with 
the grcateft avidity; but at the end 
of two years finding they excelled their 
mailer, they entreated their parents for 
pcrmiffion to travel to Prague^ where 
they might improve under fo great a 

painter 
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painter as the famous Aldrovandus. — > 
The parents confented, and the young 
men fet out in the depth of winter for 
Bohemia, and arriving at Prague were 
received in the manner I have related by 
Aldrovandus. After his death they fold 
a cabinet of their own and their mailer's 
paintings for a coniiderable fum, and then 
fet out together for Tyrol, which they 
had a great define to fee, as the wildnefs 
of the landfcapes and the romantic gran- 
deur of the mountains, promifed them 
excellent fubjeds for the pencil. A 
tent, two mules, and an Hungarian fer- 
vant (whofe portrait Andrew took great 
delight in drawing) was all the baggage 
and fuite with which they were encum- 
bcredi During the fummer months they 
roved from one part of this beautiful 
fountry to another j now pitching their 

tent 
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tent in a green valley by a waterfal, now 
gaining the highlands and living amongft 
the mountaineers ; whofe queer counte- 
nances and 'nwouth dreiTes furnifhed 
them with admirable ftudies. The rude 
fcenery of thefe mountains fuited the me- 
lancholy of Og's imagination, which 
delighted in folitude and gloom. He 
fequeftered himfelf from his companion, 
hid himfelf in the forefts of pines, and 
defcended into caverns where no one had 
ever penetrated, Whilft Og was deli- 
vering himfelf up to his genius in thefe 
wilderncffes, Andrew, whofe imagination 
was lefs fervid, contented himfelf with 
the humbler profpefts of the valleys. 
He took pleafure in the converfation of 
the peafants, and on a moonlight even- 
ing would take his guitar, and accom- 
panying it with his voice, enliven the 

fimple 
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aflembled peafants before their Ample 
habitations. There are faid to have been 
two pidures in the Dufleldorp colie£kion 
byhishand, in which he hasplaGedhitnfelf 
at the door of a hovel^ furrounded with 
a groupe of children ; their eyes beam- 
ing with mirth) and looking at a young 
man, who is capering under the (hade of 
a beech tree, through whofe leaves qui- 
vers the light of the moon. On a bank 
fit feveral young peafants^ whifpering to 
one another; their features fcarce dif- 
cernible; their limbs finely proportioned 
and their attitudes fpirited. Behind lies 
a wide extended country^ concealed by a 
beautiful haze ; the diftribution of light 
and fliade are very maftcrly, the tints foft 
and mellow, and the aerial perfpedive 
admirable. Many connoifieurs give this 
moon-light the preference to any they 
have ever feen* Andrew, during his ftay 

F in 
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in thefe vallies, applied himfelf to bo- 
tany^ and introduced a vaft variety of 
plants in the foreground of his land- 
fcapes, which he never failed of finiih- 
ing with the naoft fcrupulous exadtncfe-^ 
Monfieur Van Slingelandt, of the Hague, 
is in poffeffion of one of thefe views from 
Tyrol, where the artift has faithfully 
imitated the cataradt of Brawling-bub- 
ble, ftiaded by a variety of trees, and 
eftimable on account of the innumerable 
aquatic plants he has placed on the mar- 
gin of the torrent. They are coloured 
with truth, and touched with fuch light- 
nefs and facility as is truly furprizing, 
A bridge formed of the dumps of fir- 
trees, and a rainbow produced by the 
fpray of the water, has the fineft efFe£k 
imaginable. The fky is warm and glow- 
ing : feverJif golden clouds envelope the 
fetting fun, whofe beams pierce through 

the 
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the thickets, and partially enlighten the 
off.fkip ; but a want of keeping in the 
back ground, where the painter has 
brought fome veiy diftant peaks too near 
the eye, offends the critical fpeftator* 
Andrew waited near half the fummer for 
his companion, and had nearly given him 
up for loft, when one morning, as he 
was ftraying by the banks of a rivulet^ 
he faw a ftrange figure defcending a pre* 
cipice with wonderful alertnefs. Judge 
of his furprize, when Ihortly after he re-* 
colledted the well known features of Og 
of Bafan, moft reverently mantled in a 
long beard. Andrew defired his friend 
to quit this favage ftate, and then beg- 

« 

ged to know for what purpofe he had 
undertaken fo wild an expedition. For 
the love of my art, replied Og with fome 
warmth 5 I have beheld niture in her 

F 2 fane- 
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fanAuary^ I have contemplated the tein« 
pcft gathering at my feet, and venting 
its fury on thefe contemptible habita- 
tions. You have idly remained among{| 
thefe herdfmen, thefe unfeeling clowns, 
whilft I have difcovered the fource of 
rivers and the favage animals that inha« 
bit them. Here, take my papery and 
obferve what fcenes I have imitated^ 
Andrew took the drawings with impa- 
tience and devoured them with his eyes^ 
^' What rocks ! exclaimed the tranfported 
painter •, what energy in the ftrokes of 
this pencil ! Indeed, continued he, turn- 
ing to his friend, who was reciting fome 
lines he- had compofcd amongft the 
niountains, you have acquired a new 
jnanner. Our mafter Aldrovandus ner 
ver equalled the magnificent forefts you 
Ii^Yc reprefcnted, Then what harmony 
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in thcfe tints ! What a gradation of fha- 
dow ! But this iketch exceeds them alU 
What are thefe vifionary beings you have 
introduced? Is not that auguft figurej^ 
bending over the torrent, Aldrovandus?" 
He continued along while to interrogate 
his friend, and then began a very fcrious 
converfation, in the courfe of which they 
agreed to quit Tyrol and pafs into Italy, 
to make their talents known, and to cul« 
tivate the fociety of thofeilluftrious paint- 
ers, whofe fame had reached the very 
extremities of Europe. This refolution 
taken was not long in executing, and 
pafling over the mountains they difco^ 
vered the plains of Italy^ for the firft 
time, Sept, 1540. 

Every city prefcnted to them a multi, 
plicity of objefts with which they were 

vnac- 
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unacquainted. Venice ftruck them with 
furprize, and being long accuftomed to 
fcencs of nature, they were aftonifhed, ra-^ 
thcr than delighted, with thofe of art. It 
was in this city, at this period the refort 
of foreigners fromevery partof the world, 
they became acquainted with Soorcrout 
and Sucrewafler of Vienna, painters of 
whom we Ihall make honourable mention 
in the fubfequent partof our work. Thefe 
young men, who had already acquired a 
confidcrable reputation by their fingular 
ftyle of painting, totally different from 
the manner of Aldrovan^us and his difci- 
ples, attempted to depreciate, by a mean* 
n^fs too remarkable in feveral great art- 
ifts, the pi6lures, and ftudies which 
Andrew and Og of Bafan had brought 
from the rocks of Tyrol, They deem- 
ed them prepofterous and unmeaning, 

found 
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found great fault with the varnifh, pecu- 
liar to Aldrovandus, condemned oils in 
general, and ftrenuoufly recommended 
white of egg. Not contented with thefe 
criticifms, they openly attacked the me- 
mory of Aldrovandus, treated him as ^ 
vile plagiary, who copied nature inftead 
of the antique models, which alone they 
regarded as the ftandards of perfedion ; 
befides that, he had never been at 
Rome, was ignorant of the divine Ra- 
phaello, and, to crown all, was born in 
Flanders. Andrew Guelph, confcious 
of the ridiculous malignity of thefe af- 
fertions, prudently left the public to de- 
cide, whether his paintings ought to be 
condemned without trial; but Og of 
Bafan, with his ufual violence of temper, 
infilled upon an aflembly of the cono^ 
fcenfi being fummoned, and claimed the 

pri. 
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privilege of confronting his works with 
thofe of Sucrewaffer and Soorcrout of 
Vienna. Accordingly the conofcenti were 
convoked, a day appointed, and a ca« 
fino chofen for the rendezvous of the 
aflembly. 

Andrew Guelph prepat'ed his moon- 
light for the occafion, and Og of Bafan 
a wildernefs, in which he introduced 
the temptation of our Saviour. His 
rivals brought each of them pieces, 
which they efteemed capital. Signor 
Andrea Boccadolce, prefident of the 
fociety, having taken the chair, and the 
pidlures being placed in a row before 
him, filence was proclaimed, and Og of 
Bafan commanded to advance and vindi- 
cate the ufe his mafter, Aldrovandus 

Magnus, 
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Magnus, had made of nut oil, preferably 
to white of egg, defended by Sucrewaffei' 
and Soorcrout. 

Og of Bafan obeyed^ and with a mo- 
deft aiTurance ftepped into the middle of 
the aflenibly, hemmed three times, caft 
a terrible eye upon his antagonifts, bowed 
to the prefident, and began in the follow- 
ing terms. " Had I even a third part 
of my matter's merit, I fhould not with- 
out fear hazard my opinion before fo 
refpeftable an affcmbly^ diftinguifhed by 
their profeffion, and ftill more by that 
rare knowledge, and that cafte in it, which 
they have difplayed on fo many preced-* 
ing occafions. Imagine not, illudrious 
Signors ! 1 am ignorant of my rivals 
merit. Their performances have doubt* 
Icfs met with no more than deferved ap* 

G plaufe.j 
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plaufe ; and had the hens of your facred 
republic ceafed depofiting their eggs, you 
would then have unanimoufly allowed 
the beauty evident in every ftroke; for 
they might have been vifible ; but I muft 
confefs the fplendor of their incompara- 
ble varnifti has bereft me of eyes to exa- 
mine what, I doubt not, merits the mofl: 
cxa6t attention." Here Soorcrout bit 
his lip, and SucrewafTer fcratched his 
elbow: Signor Boccadolce whittled gen- 
tly, and the conofcenti looked at one an- 
other, as if they had never thought of 
this before. Og proceeded. " Aldro- 
vandus, whon! the Duke of Bohemia 
regretted to his laft moments-, Aldro- 
vandus, the pupil of Hemmeline; Al- 
drovandus, who obtained the title of 
Magnus, anointed his pictures with nut- 
oil : fhew me a more illuftrious example 

and 
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and I will follow it. Ah ! if we could 
recall this great man from the tomb, in 
which I faw him interred, how ably 
would he defend the caufe of nut-oil. 
Had my feeble voice but half the unftioh 
of his tongue, I fhould confound you 
partizans of white of egg : I fhould drive 
you to defpair : Ye would hide your- 
felves from this aflembly: Ye would 
make an omelet of your eggs and bury 
them in your own entrails." So faying, 
the artift advanced towards his rivals, 
who retreated in proportion, and, with a 
full fwing of his arm, tore away the cur- 
tain from his pidture, and expofed his 
wildernefs to view. A murmur of ap. 
plaufe ran through the whole affembly, 
when they ^beheld this prodigy of art, 
where the tempter ftood confcflcd in all 
his wiles, and Signor Boccadolce pro* 

G 2 nounced. 
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nounced, that no v^rnifli but nut-oil 
could fmooth a wildernefs, or give fo 
amiable a polifla to the <ievil-s horn, 
Andrew immediately uncovering his 
moonlight, compleated the aftonilhment 
of the fpeftators and the confufion of his 
rivals, who, refuting to difclofc their 
pieces, retired without delay, and left 
Venice the day following. Now all the 
ionofcenti hurried to compliment our ar- 
tifts upon the exquifite beauty of their 
performances, and no other varnifli but 
nut-oil was approved. The iketches 
they had brought from Tyrol were pur- 
chafed with avidity, andmoftof the no- 
bles defired them to make finifbed pic* 
tures after thefe bold dcfigns, and in a 
(hort fpacc of time they found themfclves 
growing exceedingly rich. ThePococu- 
rante family, in particular, commanded 4 

whole 
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whole gallery of paintings, which was to 
immortalize the mighty deeds of their 
anccftors. The intercfting convcrfation 
of Og of Bafan, his natural eloquence 
and addrefs, procured him accefs to the 
firft houfcs in Venice, where he often 
converfcdwith ftrangers, whofe difcourfe 
was full of the praifes of Rome and Ra- 
phael, infomuch that he determined to 
vifit that capital of the world, and leav- 
ing Andrew to finifti the Pococurante 
gallery, he took the road of Bologna and 
haftcned to Tivoli, whofe cafcades, cool 
grottos, venerable temples and refrefliing 
ihades detained him during the heats, 
which continued two months. He fpcnt 
his mornings in exploring the fubterra- 
neous apartments (many of which he was 
the firft that had entered; and in copying 
the grotefques on the vaulted ciclings, 

of 
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of which he publifhed two volumes in 
folio, elegantly illuminated. He was 
very fortunate in his refearches after an- 
tiquities, having difcovered fome of the 
moft cftioiable which now grace the Ita* 
Han cabinets* His evenings were dedi^ 
cated to mufic and the reading of Ario- 
fto, then lately given to the world. 

A young native of Tivoli, whofe name 
we are ignorant of, was partly the caufe 
of his lingering in this enchanted region. 
Her form was perfeftly Grecian, and the 
contour of h?r face exceeded thofe of the 
antique Julia ; but it was her tafte which 
captivated the heart of our artift. Like 
him fhe delighted in woods and caverns, 
and was charmed, like him, with the ruins 
that lay fcattered over her country. She 
would often lead him to meadows of 
greenfwcrd, where flie had obferved fome 

fculpturcd 
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fculptured marble overgrown with flow- 
ers ^ when the fun had caft his fetting 
gleams on the Sybil's temple, (he would 
haften to her love and conduft him to 
a grove of cyprefles, and fing under their 
fhades till the moon dimly difcovered the 
waterfalls to her view. Then they would 
feat themfelves together on the brink of 
the ftream which runs foaming through 
the valleys, and when an univerfal ftill- 
nefs prevailed, interrupted alone by the 
waters and the bell of fome diflant mo* 
naftery, (he would fcleft thofe ftanzas in 
the Orlando which exprefled her paflion, 
and repeat them with rapture. Many b.vc'^ 
the nights they pafled together, and many 
the mornings when they afcended the 
cliflfs, and beheld the fun rifing behind 
the towers of Rome. At length Og re- 
coUefted, he was born not to fpend all 

.his 
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his days at Tivoli, and whilfl: his be-* 
loved nymph was fleeping by his fide, he 
arofe, and without venturing to caft one 
look behind, fled like a criminal towards 
Rome : But let us leave him a prey to 
his guilty refleftions, and reprefcnc the 
diftraftion of the unhappy maid, who 
awoke never to recx)ver her loft happi- 
ncfs. At firft flie imagined her lover in 
the neighbouring thicket, and putting 
afide the brambles with her tender arms, 
fearched every brake in vain. She lifted 
up her voice, and filled all the valley with 
her cries. She ran in all the wildncfs of 
grief to the river, and her troubled ima- 
gination reprefented the body of . her 
lover floating down tlje floods. A pea- 
fant, who was trimming his vines, per- 
ceived her agitation, and running towards 
her, aflced her the caufe of her afilidion. 

She 
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She defcribed her lover in fuch a man-» 
taper as to admit of no doubt, and the 

peasant declared he had feen him at the 
firft dawn on the way to Rome. She 
flarted t A cold tremor feized her whole 
frame: .She would have fallen had not 
an aged pine fuflained her. She opened 
once more her eyes, and calling a lafl: 
look on the fcenes of her former happi- 
nefs, plunged headlong into the tide, and 
was fQQa no more. Whilft this ncMT 
Olirapk* added another viftim to love, 
her Bireno was gracioufly received by the 
Cardinal GrofTocavallo, who lodged him 
in his palace and prefented him to his 
HolinefS) who was pleafed to command 
two altar-pieces, and to name two fa- 
mous miracles for their fubjedb ; the one 
St. Dennis bearing his own head, in- 

H tended 
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* Alluding to aftory in the xotb canto of the Orlando 
fttritftb. 
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tended as a pfefent for the King of 
France; the other St. Anthony preach- 
ing to the fifhcs, which was to be fcnt to 
Frederick the Simple, King of Naples, 
Og fucceeded wonderfully in both perfor- 
mances. The aftonifhment in the head 
at finding itfelf off its own ihoulders was 
expreiTed to admiration, and the attitude 
of the blefled St. Dennis as natural as 
that of any man, who ever carried fuch a 
burthen. In the fecond pifture he placed 
St. Anthony on a rock projecting over 
the fea, almoft furroundcd by fhoals of 
every fpecies of fifh, whofe countenances, 
all different, were highly expreffive of 
the moft profound attention and vene- 
ration. Many perfons fancied they di« 
ilinguiihed the likenefs of mod: of the 
Conclave in thefe animals ; but this is 
generally believed to be a falfe obferya^ 

tion. 
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tion, as the painter had no pique againfl 
any of their Eminences. What, how- 
ever, gave rife to this idea, was, as I learn 
from the beft authority, fomc diflike he 
entertained againft Cardinal Hrppolito 
d'Eft, on account of his ftupid treat- 
ment of his beloved poet Ariofto, He 
was even heard to repeat one day, when 
this Cardinal was advancing towards 
him, the following line from the Orlando: 

Fi *vima a bocca aftrta ilgrojffh tofiuo. 

After he had finifhed the altar-pieces 
above-mentioned, and prefented them to 
his Holinefs, he defired permiflion to 
ftudy the works of Raphael, difperfed'ia' 
the apartments of the Vatican. So fea- 
fonable a requeft was not deniedy.aftd our 
artift, permitted to vifit every pare of this 
immenfe palace, fpent two months in 
firaying through the vafl: faloons, exa- 

H 2 mining 
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mining the antiques with a critical eye, 
and copying the paintings of Raphael, 
Charaied with the folitude of many of 
the coved halls m this ftupendous edifice, 
he frequently retired to them with a few 
books he had chofen from the famous 
library, and his own volumes of dcfigns. 
It was with difficulty he could be forced 
from hre retirement to take the neccfl&ry 
fuftcnance. Thus delivered up ta medi* 
tation, he compofed a trcatife upon his 
lart^ and a difiertation upon the plurality 
of worlds, nor publifhed till after his 
4catih. He was perfeftly fcrcne whilft 
VKJiecupied in this manner ; btr( when his 
ttreatife and differ tatioi^ were ended, and 
his 4^Bgns after Rapbad compleased, be 
abandoned him&If to a mcknchoty, 
which overcaft all hts kappineis. He 
wo\»Id now walk by moaoli|g;ht thrcrugh 

the 
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^ kkiety galteries, and revolve m hif 
mind the inftability of hchman grandeur. 
The magnificence of the ancient RomaM 
reduced to heaps of mouldering ruins, 
objedts continual^ before his eyes, rc^ 
minded him of the fall of empires, and 
this idea was attended by a feries of 
others ftill more gloomy. " So many 
great charaftcrs (farid he, as he was read- 
ing Tacitus on the capital of a broken 
column) paffcd away like fleeting clouds, 
of which no traces remain, fill me with 
the moft intercfting reflexions. Where 
now are thofe crouds, which aflifted at 
the dedication of the capicol, that rendcd 
the air with their acclamations at the tri- 
wnphs of Pompey, that fcafted at the 
table of Lucullus ? All are no more. 
The time too muft come, when thefe halh 
wilt be levelled with the plain, thefe 

arches 
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arches fall to the ground, and that awful 
period may alfo arrive when the moon 
Chall ceafe to cad her gjeams over their 
rinins." The recolleftion of Tivoli now 
(lole infenfibly into his mind : He grew 
troubled, and reproached himfelf a thou- 
fand times with having deferted one who 
had facrificed all for him. Tho* he was 
ignorant of her fad fate, the delicacy of 
Jier fenfations recurred to his memory 
with innumerable circumftances, which 
revived all his former tenderncfs, jand 
many dreadful fufpicions haunted hi? 
fancy. If he flept, his dreams reprefentr 
(cd her in the well known woods wailing 
as in anguilh, or on the diftant fhore of 
rapid torrents beckoning him to confole 
her in vain, for the inftant he attempted 
to advance, tempefts arofe, and whirl- 
winds of fire fnatched her fcreaming 

from 
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from his fight. Often he imagined him- 
fclf reclining by her fide in meads of 
flowers, under a flcy of the purett azure 
and fuddenly fhe would become ghaftiy 
pale, and frowning on him, drive him to 
a flood that rolled its black waves be- 
tween terrifying precipices^ and dafliiiig 
into its current drag him after her, and 
then he would wake in horror, crying, 
" I drown! I drown!" Indeed he feems 
to have been felefted as an example of 
divine vengeance. Alone in this great 
capicol, without a friend to adminifter 
confolation, or fuflain his finking fpirits, 
he returned to Tivoli, fully refolved to 
make every reparation to her who had 
placed fiach unmerited confidence in his 
perjured breaft. But ye who have any 
fcnfibility, figure to yourfelves the poig- 
nancy of his grief, when the firft objeft 

he 
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he faehcld was a young man, the brpthcf 
of her he had loved^ and who had laiel^ 
taken the monaltic hahit^ ihudderiag ac 
his fight, afid excUiming, •' Avaunr^ 
vreccJi ! my fifter plunged into that tor-^ 
rent for thee — for thee ihc is loft forever—- 
wd Scarce three days did my mother fur- 
Tivehcr. Thou too fhouldft join them, or 
I would die a thoufand deaths, did not my 
order forbid me to vindicate my wrongs. 
'Ti$ to my futiire hopes thou owcft thy 
present fafety *, but be gone, left I break 
tny vow, and facrifice thee to my re- 
venge." Cowardice generally accom- 
panies guilt: Og, terrified at the refoluce 
afpe6t of the young man, and appalled 
by the lively fenfe of his wrongs, retired 
without making aoy reply, and re- 
mounting his horfc, which he had led 
when he afoended the il^eps of Tivoli, 

galloped 
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^lloped away.vkhaftonifhing fwiftnefs, 
wuboyt determining where tp diredb his 
route. In every pafliag wind, he fancied 
he heard voices .upbraiding hinni with his 
crimes, and crips denouncing vengeance 
denied to iffvie from every thicket he 
left behind. At lengthy harr^^ffed . by 
jCpntjnvial fears, be flopped towards the 
clpfe of the evening, near the fcpulchrc 
of Cecilia Metclla, and throwing hinrfelf 
from his wearied horfe, which he left 
carelefsly to drink at a fountain, fought 
the interior of the ftrufture. There, 
beneath the covert of a folitary pine, he 
folded his arms and remained till night 
in filence, the image of defpair. The 
fcreeches of noxious birds, which fre- 
iquented the edifice, rouzed him from his 
iraa.ce« He ftarted up, and quitted the 
yuin? with terror, as if he had been per- 
Hi^^ I fonally 
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fonally guilty of the murder, and without 
looking for his horfe, turned his fteps 
towards a garden he jufl: diflinguiihed 
in the twilight. As he had taken no 
fuftcnance the whole day, fome branches 
loaded with fruit, that hung over the 
wall, offered themfelves opportunely to 
allay his hunger. Whilft he was ga- 
thering them the moon arofe, and difco- 
vered faintly the defolate fccne around : 
There a pillar yet ere6t with an humble 
Ihed beneath, whofe roof leaned on its 
bafe: Here a tradt of uncultivated 
ground ftrewed with the fragments of 
fuperb edifices,' long fince laid low: 
There the remains of fountains and 
aquedufts, whofe hpUow arches ftill ec- 
choed the murmurs of rivulets, which 
fcrcled their feeble courfe with difficulty 
thro' heaps of mouldering marbles, and 

roots 
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toots of fantaftick laurels. Rotne lay 
extended beyond, diverfified by its domes 
and fpires, and marked by a dim haze, 
proceeding from the lights in its palaces. 
Our wanderer liftened to the confufed 
founds of mufic, of revelry and triumph, 
which arofe from the numerous habita- 
tions, but it was with difguft. He 
loathed every thing that was allied to 
joy, and abhorred all that befpoke fefti- 
vity. He remained uneafy till the uproar 
ceafcd, and, when the furrounding re- 
gions were hulhed in the mofl: profound 
tranquillity, began his complaints. He 
was on the very point of depriving him- 
felf of exiftence, and walked to and fro, 
agitated by all the violent emdtions of 
dcfpair. Half the night was fpent in 
vain lamentations, and the grey twilight 
was juft beginning to be vifible, when, 

1 2 wearied 
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wearied with inquietude, he funk down 
6n the ground and fell into a flumber, ' 
in which the fcene hovered before hi^ 
fancy : A fi6titious city was . ftretched 
out before hinr>, enlightened by a fidti- 
tious moon. The fhade of her he loved 
jkimmed along a colonade, which caft 
its fhadows on the plain^ and then flood 
leaning on the lonely pillar, uttered 4 
feeble gro^n and glided by his fide. Her 
wet garments clinging round her delicate 
j(hape, her fwoUen eyes ^nd drooping 
hands, announced a melancholy fate. 
She feemed to fay, «^ Why do my affec* 
tions ftill linger on thee beyond the 
tomb !— -Why doth my pale bofom ftill 
chcrifli its wonted fires ! — How comes it 
that I do hot appear riding on a fulphu- 
reous cloud, ihaking a torch in my hand 
^nd fcrcamipg oyt Perjury !— No ! my 

gentle 
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gentle nature forbids me to injure thee. 
But mark! Quit yonder fatal city ; feek 
the iflands of the fouth» and may*ft thou 
expiate thy crime P' The form ncxtfhed 
fome vifionary tears, and feemed to min'- 
gle with the mffts of the morning. Og, 
awakened by the fun beams, recollefted 
his dream, and without even taking leave 
of the Cardinal Groffocavallo, in whofc 
care he had depofited a coffer containing 
the rewards of his pencil, heedlefsly took 
the road to Naples, rcfolving to pafs into 
Sicily, and end his days in that idand. 

For the fake of brevity, let us fuppofe 
ihim arrived as far as Naples, ignorant of 
any perfon to whom he might addrefs 
himfelf, without money and afhamed to 
own himfelf in diftrefe. This was a 
mortifying fituation to one who bad been 

^ccgftomed 
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accuftomed to affluence and familiarized 
With profperity. A kind of falfc pride 
prevented his making ufe of his art to 
extricate himfclf from thefe difficulties, 
*^ What, faid he, (hall I, who have been 
courted by the nobles of Venice and the 
princes of Rome, whofe pieces have been 
fought after by the Holy Father himfelf, 
condcfcend to offer them to a Neapolitan 
rabble for a morfel of bread ? But were 
I to prefent myfelf to the King, and 
implore his proteftion, my mean ap. 
pearance, fo different from the idea which 
has been formed of me, would expofe 
me to the derifion of the whole court. 
What Ihall I do ?— To whom Ihall I 
apply for fuccour ? Were I to meafure 
back my fteps to Rome, that city would 
remind me of all my mifery, and renew 
all my forrows j and muft I not exped 

to 
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to be received as a man bereft of reafbn, 
a flavc to inconfiftency?" 

It happened, whilft Og was bewailing 
himfelf in this manner, that a vaft con- 
courfe of people, all hurrying to enter a 
church, attrafted his attention, and, with- 
out rightly knowing what he did, he 
joined the throng and followed it into a 
chapel, where, to his furprize, he beheld 
his pifture of St. Anthony preaching to 
the fifhes placed over the altar and ad- 
mired with univerfal rapture. One per- 
fon was charmed with the pofition of the 
faint, his outftretched arm and enthu- 
fiaftic countenance. Another praifed the 
amiable phyfiognomy of an hugethunny, 
firft and foremoft amongft the auditors. 
A third impioufly wifhed fuch fine fifh 
transferred to his own table, and a wag, 

who 
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jvho was fquinting in a .corner of the cha- 
pel, would have faid ^ foiart tiling if he 
had dared. In Ihort, every body ex- 
preiled their admiration after their own 
way, and our painter was fo ^ffeded with 
thefe impartial praifes, that he burft into 
tears, and made fuch an extravagant outr 
cry that the prieft was ready to foufe 
him for a demoniac. But no fooner did 
he declare himfelf the author of that 
mafter-piece which excited fuch admira- 
tion, and produce fome defigns he always 
carried about with him as credentials, 
than the Count Zigzaggi ftepping for- 
wards welcomed him to Naples, invited 
him to his houfe, and afTured him of the 
King's protedtion. Though Og was fe- 
cretly overjoyed at fo obliging an offer, 
yet his delicacy prevented his injme- 
diately accepting it, and it was not till 

after 
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diter repeated intreatie^ arid innumerable 
compliments^ that he could be prevailed 
upon to accompany Signor Zigzaggi to 
his palace. As the pride of genius often 
Increafes with poverty, Zigzaggi wa^ 
dreadfully perplexed how to treat hi^ 
gueft with fufficient refpeft; for Og, 
though encunibered with no great change 
of raimentj would ndt accept of ^ny from 
the Count, add fllutting himfelf up in a 
clofct that looked tdwards the Bay^ with 
his* pallet and pencils, refufed to fee any 
perfon till he had acquainted Andrev^ 
Guelph with his condition. An exprefs 
was fpfcedily difpatched to Venice, and, 
in fcven weekfi after, his faithful friend 
arrived with a fplcndid fuitc^ and a coffer 
filled with 15,000 fequines, Andrew had 
Employed his time in a different manner 
from Og. He had met with no damfcl 

K that 



i 



66 ANDREW GUELPH, 

that died far lave of him, and after- 
wards feared him in his dreams. He had 
whined away na months in Ihady retire- 
ments, nor wafted his youthful hours in 
fauntering through deferted galleries, or 
in moralizing upon the decline of empires. 
Though he had written no difTertation 
upon the plurality of worlds, he had 
realized, by his application, the plura- 
lity of fequines, with which he was far 
better contented, and Og, in his prefcnt 
circumftances, thought he had great rea- 
fon. Andrew had heard of his friend's 
ridiculous conduft, and lamented his 
being carried away by the impetuofity 
of his imagination; but he was fo happy 
in being reftored to him, that he for- 
got all his faults, and from this time 
would never believe he had any. Og 
related his adventures with fuch a mov- 

• • • 
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ing fimplicity, that his friend diflblved 
into tears, and mourned the maid of Ti- 
voli with unfeigned affliftion. He tried 
to footh Og's melancholy by recounting 
what had happened to himfelf, and de- 
fcribing the ingenious produftions of 
Schooreel, who had travelled to the Holy 
Land, where he had painted the fepul- 
chre of Chrift. Andrew would not al- 
low his friend to depend long upon the 
Count's benevolence : he bought a hou& 
and gardens on the fhore oppofite to the 
ifland of Ifchia, and provided himfelf 
with boats, in which he ufed to fhare the 
diverfion of fifhing with his friend, whofe 
mind, calmed by the lovely profpefts 
around this agreeable folitude, licuated 
in one of the fineft climates of Europe, 
began to recover its long- loft ferenity. Og, 
willing to leave Zigzaggi a proof of his 

K 2 gratitude. 
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grfititude, delired Andrew's aififtance in 
compofing and finiffaing a pifture, which 
ihould excel all his fqrmpr produ£fcions«, 

They chofe a fubjc£t capable of dif: 
playing their various talents, and fe- 
eluding themfelves froni all fociety in 
their romaptic villa, fpept a whole win- 
ter in bringing their fchpme to perfedion. 
The piece which refulted from this ap^ 
plication w^ fo tranfceqdent as to merit 
a very particular defcription. Our paint- 
ers had been reading an old Italian 
poem, which relat^ the deeds of thef an- 
tediluvian giants ^nd heroes, their afto- 
nifhing magnificence, and the wars they 
waged againft the cherubims that guard- 
ed the facred mount of Paradife. It 
fung of Noah and the infpirations he 
received from th^ Deity, by whpfe coi^i^ 

mand 
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imand he had raifed the ark, and prefervcd 
himfelf and his children from untverfai 
deftrudtion. The approach of the de- 
luge, the confternation of mankind, the 
horrid defpair of the giants, and the 
wreck of nature, were all defcribed with 
fuch energy as fet the imagination of Og 
all on fire, and totally poflf^fled him with 
^tediluvlan fubje<5b. He laboured 
with his ideas, he could not reft till he 
had etnbodied them, and during the 
whole time which he employed in paint*, 
ing the capital performance I am going to 
dcfcribe, he was in a kind of rapture. 

He reprefented a vaft hall in the ark, 
fupported by tall (lender columns of 9 
ftrange unknown architedlure. Abov^ 
were domes, which admitted a pale watery 
Jight, diflfufing a facrcd gloom over the 

\ whol^ 
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whole apartment. On the foreground he 
placed the venerable patriarch, in extafy 
at the fight of an angel, defccnding ma- 
jeftically on a rainbow, which caft its 
vivid tints on the cornices of the hall, 
gleaming with gems. Thefc bright hues 
were powerfully contrafted with the 
(hade that prevailed in the background, 
where a line of portals, infcribcd with 
myfterious characters, fecmed jufl: emerg- 
ing from the darkncfs. The form of the 
angel feemed to hover in the air. It 
was lucid and tranfparent, its hair feemed 
like waving fun-beams, and its counter- 
nance was worthy of a minifter of the 
Deity. The rays which darted from the 
angel ftruck upon feveral altars, vafes 
and golden ornaments difperfed in va- 
rious parts of the apartment. Thefe 
Andrew finifbcd with jjis accuftomed 

delicacy. 
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delicacy. But it would be in vain to 
attempt giving an idea of the patriarch's 
countenance-, fo many expreflions were 
tinited in his features. His arms were 
extended in the very adt of veiling his 
face with his ample robe, which fell 
around him in variety of folds and par- 
tially covered the cedar floor^ rendered 
with the greateft truth. Every perfon 
that was admitted to the fight of this 
performance, returned ftruck with afto- 
nifliment. Sig. Zigzaggi, though by no 
means able to comprehend the fubjed*^ 
or admire its fublimity, gloried in pof- 
feffingfuch a treafure, and encouraged 
Og of Bafan to paint its companion, who 
ftill adhering to his antediluvian fubjedt, 
defigned another chamber in the ark, lefs 
awful than the former, but more pleaf- 
igg* Noah and his family appeared in 

a fpacious 
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ft fpacious apartment enlightened by 
lamps depending from the arched roof» 
which was ftuddcd with ftars. The 
painter had Uviflied a variety of fplendid 
decorations on the arcades which fup^ 
ported the edifice, uhdei* which Shem 
and his fpoufe were feated on beds co« 
vered with the furs of animals. Ham 
and Japhet were tending a number of 
quadrupeds, who were difcovered behind 
a range of lattices. He&ps of flowers 
and balkets of various fruits occupied 
the fpace neareft the eye; where two 
children were fporting with peacocks 
and other birds, whofe plumage feemed 
to give way under their preiTure; Noah, 
with his hands clafped together, was re^ 
prcfented in a tranfport of gratitude, ex- 
tolling that Being who guided the ark 

through the waters, and forbad the waves 

to 



AND OG OP BASAN, 73 

to dafli it againit the peaks of the moiin* 
tains. The imaginary coftume was pre- 
lbrv(sd with judgment, and the light 
which the lamps yielded was warm, 
glowing, and well thrown ontheobjedsi* 
This pifture was cfteemed above crjti- 
cifm, and its fame reaching the King's 
ears, Og was lent for aiKl condt^<^fi to a 
private audience by the Count Zigzaggi. 
His Majefty, charii^pd with the painter's 
eloquent oonVeriation, took a rich dia* 
mond frpqii his finger and prefenced it to 
him* Zigzaggi placed the fami|y.piece 
of the ^rk in one of the royal apart- 
ments, from whence it was fopn after 
trai^fported to Spain, and forms at pre « 
feijut the principal ora^ment of the Efcu- 
rial. Cardinal GroiTocavallo, who had 
h^ard of our artift's Tuccefs at Naples, 
wrote him a very pbligir^ ktt^r^ accom- 

L panied 
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panicd by the coffer he had placed under 
his care, which his Eminence had aug- 
mented by a cbnfiderable prefent. The 
coffer and letter were delivered to Og by 
a young man the Cardinal recommended 
to his notice. This was Benboaro Ben- 
bacaio, wha had ftudied under Julio 
Romano, but whofe fchool he had quit- 
ted to place himfelf under the direftion 
of Og of Bafan. Benboaro refembled 
him in many relpefls; particularly in an: 
imagination wild and Angular, and a tafte 
acquired by a particular obfervation of 
nature. Above all, an emhufiaftic admi- 
ration of Og*s produftions prepoffeffed 
that painter in his favour, who received 
him without any hefitation, and heard 
with pleafure his critiques on the Romtan 
fchool. " There they forced me,*' faid 
he, " eternally to repeat the fame fubjedts 5 

they 
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they obliged me to ftudy anatomy, to 
which fcicnce I had ever a difguft ; they 
pinioned my imagination ; in fhort, they 
cnflaved my pencil, which is at prefent 
free, and fliall be dedicated to your fer- 
vicc." Benboaro had not remained a year 
with Og before the latter declared his refo- 
lution to him of going into Sicily, where 
he propofed fpending the remainder of his 
days in the fociety of Andrew Guelph. If, 
faid he to his difciple, a youth like you 
pan forego the pleafures of this gay city, 
can fpurn the allurements of the world 
and bury yourfelf in the folitudes of 
Mongebello, you may follow me ; if not, 
open my co6fers, and retire loaded with 
half their contents. The young man pro- 
tefted the world had no charms to entice 
him from one to whom he was eternally 
attached, and, throwing hinjfelf at bis 

L 2 feet. 
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feet, bcfeeched him not to leave him bCf 
hind. Ogconfentcd; and the week fol* 
lowing embarked with his difciple and 
Andrew Guelph for the ifland, in which 
he was to caft his laft look on the face 
of nature. It was in the beginning of 
fummer, the fea calm and rcflefting the 
varied ftiores of the bay of Naples, when 
their bark was rowed out of port. At 
night they touched at the ifland of Ca- 
prea, where they landed, and pitched 
their tents in a little green fpot, (haded 
with wood and in the midft of rocks and 
ruins. As foon as the morning ftar ap- 
peared on the horizon, they quitted Ca- 
prea, and taking advantage of a brilk 
gale, crowded their fails and reached 
Cape Policaftro before fun-fet. The face 
of the country feemed fo delightfully 
\yooded, that they caft anchor off a pro- 
montory, 
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montory, and landing, b^an to penetrate 
into tlie forells which covered the fliores. 
Among them they found many irregular 

lawns, hemmed in by thicketsof laurel and 
bay, with here and there a tall pine rifing 

from amongft them, whofe ftems were 
loaded with luxuriant woodbines. The 
fun had juft funk into the ocean when they 
attained thefe pleafing regions, where the 
frcftinefsof the breezcs,the clearnefs of the 
fprings, and the odour of the plants and 
flowers, which began to be diffufcd in 
every gale, tempted them to eredt their 
tents and remain there till the full of the 
moon. Another circumftance which 
perfuaded them to flay was the neigh* 
bourhood of a ruin, where feme very 
hofpitable peafants had erefted fheds to 
fcreen their herds from the heats. — Thefe 
good folks fupplied them with milk, brea^ 
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and fruit in abundance. Being rather 
fatigued with their voyage, the lowing 
of the cattle and the buzzing of night- 
flies, foon lulled them to (Jeep. Six days 
were fpent in fecking herbs in the woods, 
drawing under the Ihade, and dancing 
with the peafants on the green. Ben- 
boaro declared he never knew happinefs 
till now, and being charmed with the 
wild beauties of fome of his ruftic part-r 
ners, he would fain have perfuaded Og 
of Bafan to fix his abode near their cot- 
tages J but his defigns were unalterable, 
and on the full of the moon he ordered 
him to defcend the hillocks and repair 
to the Ihore, where the veflcl was ready 
to receive them. He obeyed, not with- 
out reluftance, and kept his eyes fixed 
on the fmoak which afcended from the 
cottages, whofc roofs juft peeped above 

the 
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the thickets, till the moon concealed hef* 
felf behind a cloud. This moment of 
darkncfs plunged Og into a reverie; he 
thought of Tivoli and fighed. Andrew 
flept, and Benboara wifhed himfelf with 
the cottagers. Before morning they 
Were oflf Policaftro, and the next day. 
coafted the fhores of Calabria, whofe 
diftarit mountains were tinged with a 
deep azure. The vaft forefts which 
reached quite from the feet of the high- 
lands to the water's edge concealed the 
ruins of Peftum, at that time unknown; 
Towards evening it fell calm, and our 
voyagers put their oars in motion till 
they approached a fhady bay, where 
they refted on them and enjoyed the re- 
frefhing fragrance of the vegetation^ 
wafhed by a gentle fliower. The calm 
continuing, they landed in the bay, with 

fomc 
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ibmc difficulty on surcounc of tlie rocks, 
which bordered the fhore. A ridge of 
ifliffs projeAed ioco the Tea, covered by- 
dark thickets of oak. Below were reve« 
ral coves that received the waters and 
afibrded convenieot baths. Above were 
jji^ed pinnacles, (haded by Italian pines 
4od trodden alone by goats, who were 
ffiikiflg carelefsly amongft them. Whiift 
Og and his companions were examining 
this fylvan fcene, ttey perceived a flight 
of birds, purfued by eagles, take refuge 
in a grotto which had efcaped their obfer- 
vation. It was fpapious and lofty, its 
fides foemed worn by the courfe of wa<» 
tcrsinto variety of uncouth fhapes, and 
a rill trickled along the pavement, which 
•yvas ftrcwed with dry leaves. The whole 
fcene reminded them of Virgil's defcrip- 
tion of a bay in the JGurft Eneid, 

Hinc 
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Hinc atque hinc vaftas rupes^ geminiqu.e mi- 
nantur 
In coelum fcopuli, quorum fub verticelate 
u^quora tuta filent : turn fylvis Scenacorufcis 
Defuper^ horrentique atrum nemus imminet 

umbra. 
Fronte fub adversa fcopulis pendentibus An- 
trum : 
Intus aquse dulces vi voque fedilia faxo^ 
Nympharum domus. 

Here they kindled a fire and fpent the 
night in converfation. At the firft dawn 
they fet fail for the ftreights, and leaving 
the Lipari iflands behind, arrived within 
fight of Meffina jufl: as its magnificent 
buildings and the galliots in its harbour 
were illuminated by the fetting fun. 
They enjoyed the perfume of the clover 
fields which furround the city, and Og 
fmiled with complacency on the ifland, 
where he promifed himfclf many happy 

M years 
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years of peaceful retirement. No fooner 
were they landed than fome of the Sicilian 
nobles, who had notice of their arrival, 
came down to the port to receive them, 
and defired they might lodge them in 
their houfes. Og drew a favourable 
augury from this reception, and his dif- 
ciple, pleafed with the gay profpecS: of the 
city, and flattered by the compliments 
of the Sicilians, forgot his cottagers, and 
began fecretly to wifh his matter might 
poftpone his project of retirement. He 
could not conceal his pleafure at finding 
himfelf in an illuminated palace, at a 
fplendid table, covered with delicacies 
and fparkling with wines, environed by 
fjair Sicilians warbling the foft airs of their 
country. Andrew, who was of a very 
fecial difpofirion, bleffed the art which 
procured him fuch company, and Og of 

Bafan. 
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Bafan thought no more, at prefent, of the 
folitudes of Mangebello. After thq re- 
paft fucceeded a lively ball, at which Og 
danced, though rather untowardly; but 
when he was known to be the famous 
painter, nobody cared to laugh. The 
next day his kind patrons introduced 
him^to the principal citizens of Meflina, 
who delighted in the fine arts : to thefe 
he prefented fcveral volumes of Iketches 
and defigns after nature. During two 
years which he paffed at Meflina, he, to^ 
gether with his friend and his difciple, 
adorned many churches and cabinets 
with their paintings-, but tired at length 
with the bullle of a city life he languifh" 
cd after retirement, 

Andrew Guelph, who had lately mar- 
ried a beautiful Sicilian with confiderable 

M 2 riches, 
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riches, was by no means ready to accom- 
pli(h this defign, and pleaded the cares 
of a family for his excufe. As for Ben- 
boaro, he would never quit his mafter; 
neither the charms of Meflina, nor its gay 
inhabitants, nor the amufements of a 
lively fociety, could induce him to aban- 
don him, and without difcovering any re- 
luftance, he followed Og into the forefts 
and wilds, which Ikirt the little moun- 
tains and extinguifhed volcanoes around 
mount Etna. They wandered together 
over all the regions of this famous moun- 
tain, and at lad pitched upon a fpotnear 
the celebrated chefnut trees, where they 
built a hut and fixed their rcfidence. 
After they had remained about two 
months in this fequcftered habitation, Og 
grew reftlefs and melancholy. The 
parting injundlion of the maid of Tivoli 

ruftied 
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rufhed frcfli into his mind, and with re« 
doubled force. He had now vifited 
thofe regions, which he doubted not were 
meant by the iflands of the fouth, to 
which Ihe had commanded him to fly. 
RecoUeding her laft wiiDb, that he might 
expiate his crime, he was one day over- 
heard to fay, ** Ah ! thofe laft words, 
fo foftened by her affedtion, wefe furely 
not fo much a wifh as a prophecy ; and 
I, who till this moment fondly thought 
myfelf purfuing a calm and long retire, 
ment, in this 'delicious climate, have been 
making my progrefs hither but to finiih 
my courfe. The time of expiating my 
bafenefs draws near, and methinks at 
this inftant I fee the pale form of her I 
betrayed hovering over me, and beckon- 
ing me up to the fummit of yonder vol- 
cano. Yes, there muft be the fated fcene 

of 
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of expiation. Nor ftiall it be long, gentle 
ipirit! ere I obey thy fummons. I 
(hall willingly fubmit to my doom, not 
defpairing it may one day render me 
worthy of thy focicty and friendfliip in 
a happier world/* 

■ 

Nothing could exceed ijsfp aftonifh- 
ment of Benboaro, who caught every 
fyllable of this ftrange foliloquy. The 
youth, concluding his mailer's fenfes 
and imagination difturbed, negleded no 
means in his power to comfort, or affuage 
him. All his attention, however, failed 
to alleviate the forrow which preyed upon 
Og's mind, and one morning he ordered 
him in a peremptory manner to leave him 
in entire folitude. Benboaro refufing to 
comply, his matter rulhedinto the thickeft 
of the forcfts, and was fliortly concealed 

from 
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from his fight. Seven days the youth 
fought him in vain, travcrfing wilder- 
neffcs where no one had ever penetrated, 
and afcending precipices which the bokJ- 
eft peafant was afraid to fcale, fubfifting 
all the while on the fruits and berries ht 
cafually met with. The region of fnow 
which encircles the Crater did not deter 
his enquiries. With incredible labouJ^* 
he ftruggled over rocks of ice, fecking, 
his mafter*s veftiges in vain. By night 
he was direfted by the mournful light of 
thofe eternal fires which iffue from the 
peak of the mountain, and by day a few 
fl:raggling crucifixes, ereded over the 
graves of unhappy travellers, who had 
periflied in the expedition, fcrved him at 
once as a mark and. a memorial of the 
perils of his route. On the fourth day^ 
after a night fpent almoft without fleep, 

he 
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he arofe, and lifting up his eyes faw be- 
fore him the mouth of that tremendous 
volcano, which the fuperftition of the 
times led him to believe the entrance of 
Hell. The folitude in which he found 
himfelf, the fuUen murmur of the vol- 
cano, and all the horrors of the fcene 
worked fo Ilrongly on his imagination, 
that he fancied he beheld ftrange fhapes 
dcfcending and afcending the fteeps of 
tlie fiery gulph. He even believed he 
heard the fcreams of defolation and the 
cries of torment iffuing from the abyfs. 
Such was his terror, that he neglefted to 
turn his eyes on the vaft profpedts below, 
and haftening from the edge of the Crater, 
where he had ftood petrified for fome 
minutes, returned over the dcferts of 
fhow^fainting with his toils, and indefpair 
of ever beholding his mafter more. 

As 
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' As foon as he reached the verge of the 
woods, he fell on the ground in a deep 
fleep, from which he was awakened by 
fome peafants, who were coUefting ful- 
phur. Of thefe he eagerly enquired, 
whether they had feen a man with a 
long beard and armed with a fcymitar ? 
^' Yes,** anfwered they, ** we have feen 
him: The vile forcerer has blafted us 
with his haggard eyes. He paffed us juft 
beneath the cliffs, which hang over the 
great chefnut-tree, muttering execrations 
and talking to the winds. A violent 
tempeft enfued, which has deftroyed three 
of our cottages, and in the midfl: of the 
ftorm we faw the old wretch that occa- 
fioned it fall from the cliff, wrapped in 
a blue flame. The Virgin prefcrvc us 
from his malediftions 1** Bcnboaro wifli- 
ed to hear no more i and quitting the 

N peafants 
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peafants without making any reply,' he 
returned weeping to his hut, doubting no 
longer of his mailer's unhappy fate. 
Having provided himfelf with chefnuts, 
he crofled the wilds between the foot of 
the mountain and Meffina, fleeping in 
the day and travelling in the cool of the 
evening. All the way he bewailed the 
dangers and extravagances to which ge- 
nius is expofed, and arrived pale with 
grief and fatigue at Andrew's houfe. 
His countenance told his tale before he 
related it. Andrew was almoft diftrafted 
with the news, and never ceafed till his 
death, which happened three years after, 
to lament the defpair of his unhappy 
friend, Benboaro, ftill in fearch of inftruc- 
tion, failed to Italy, Ihortly after his re- 
turn from the mountain, in the beginning 
of the year 1547, where he greatly diftin- 

guiflied 
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guifhed himfelf. The family of Andrew 
ftill fubfift in Sicily, and have inherited 
many of his valuable paintings : his fon 
had a tafte for the art, and has left be- 
hind him feveral pieces difperfed in the 
cabinets of the curious. For diftinc* 
tion, the father is called Old Andrew 
Guelph. 
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Sucrewafler of Vienna. 



OUR readers muft now be prefenteci 
with fcenes and occurrences widely 
differing from thofe which laft we placed 
before them. They will no longer be- 
hold an artift, confumed by the fervour 
of his genius and bewildered by the 
charms of his imagination ; but the moft 
prudent and fage amongft them will ad- 
mire the regular and confident conduft 
of Sucrewaffer, which forms a ftriking 
contrail to the eccentricity of Og, 

The family of the Sucre waffcrs had 
been long eftablilhed at Vienna*, they 

had 
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had kept a grocer's ihop, which dc- 
fcended from father to fon thro' a courfe 
of many generations. The father of our 
artift exercifcd his hereditary bufinefs 
with the fame probity as his anceftors. 
His mother, the daughter of a Lombard 
pawnbroker, was the beft fort of woman 
in the world, and had no other fault than 
loving wine and two or three men be- 
fides h^r hulband. Young Sucrewafler 
was invefted, at the age of fix years, with 
the family apron, and after having per- 
formed errands for fome time, was ad- 
mitted to the delk at twelve ; but difco- 
vering a much greater inclination for 
defigning the paflTengers, which were 
walking to^fro before the window where 
he was doomed to fit, than noting the 
articles of his father's commerce in his 
book, he was bound apprentice to an 

uncle 
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uncle of his mother, who painted he- 
raldry for the Imperial Court, and his 
brother was promoted to the defk in his 
room. Sucrewafler took great delight 
in his new fituation, land learnt, with 
fuccefs, to bellow due ftrength on a 
lion's paw, and give a courtly flourifh to 
a dragon's tail. His eagles began to be 
remarked for the juftnefs of their pro- 
portions and the neatnefs of their plum- 
age*, in fhort, an Italian painter, by 
name Infignificanti, remarked the deli- 
cacy of his pencil, and was refolved to 
obtain him for his fcholar. The youth, 
finding himfelf in a comfortable ha- 
bitation with a kind uncle, who was in 
a thriving way, and who offered him a 
Ihare in his bufinefs when the time of his 
apprenticefhip fhould expire, exprefled 
no great defire to place himfelf under the 

tuition 
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tuition of Infignificanti •, but as that 
painter had acquired a very fplertdid re- 
putation, and was efteemed exceedingly 
rich, his parents commanded him to ac- 
cept the offer, and Sucrewaffcr never 
difobeycd. He remained two or three 
years with this matter, which he cm- 
ployed in faithfully copying his works ; 
generally fmall landfcapes, with fhep- 
herds and Ihepherdefies feeding their 
flocks, or piping under Arcadian fhades.- 
Thefe pieces pleafed the world in gene- 
ral and fold well, which was all Infigni- 
ficanti defired, and Sucrewafler had no 
other ambition than that of his matter. 
The greateft harmony fubfifted between 
them till three years were expired. 

About this time the Princefs Dolgo- 
ruki, then at the Court of Vienna, fclefted 

Infig- 
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|n(ignificanci and his pupil to paint her 
favourite lap-dQg> whofe pendent ears 
and beautifully curling tail feemed to 
call loudly for a portrait, Infignificanti, 
before he began the pidure, al]ked his 
pupil, with all the mildnefs of condefcen» 
lion. Whether he did not approve his 
intentions of placing the dog on a red 
velvet culhion. Sucrewaffer replied gen- 
tly, that he prefumed a blue one ^oul4 
produce a much finer efFed. His mai* 
iter, furprized to find this difference of 
opinion, elevated his voice, and exclaim- 
ed, " Aye, but I propofc adding a gold 
fringe, which fliall difplay all the per^ 
feftion of my art; all the feeling delicacy 
of my pencil; but, hark you! I defire 
you will abftain from fpoiling this part 
of the pidkure with your grofs touch, 
and v\s,wtT maintain again that blue will 

O admit 



98 SUCREWASSER 

admit of half the fplendor of red.** Thcfe 
laft words were pronounced with fuch 
energy, that Sucrewaffer laid down his 
pencil, and begged leave to quit his 
matter ; who foon confented, as he feared 
Sucrewaffer would furpafs him in a very 
fhort fpace of time. The young man 
was but coolly received by his parents, 
who chided him for abandoning his 
matter; but when they perceived his 
performances fold as well as before this 
rupture, their anger ceafed, and they per- 
mitted him to travel to Venice, after 
having bettowed on him their bcnedic- 
tion with the greatett cordiality. 

His route lay through fome very ro- 
mantic country, which he never deigned 
to regard, modettly conjefturing he was 
not yet worthy to copy nature; fo with- 
out 
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out ftraying either to the right or to the 
left, he arrived at Venice in perfeft 
health, and recommended himfelf firft to 
^he public by painting in frefco on. the 
walls of fome cafinos. The fubjeds 
were either the four Seafons or the three 
Graces. Now and then a few blind Cu- 
pids, and fometimes a lean Fury, by way 
of variety. The colouring was gay and 
tender, and the drawing correft. Thefaces 
were pretty uniform and had all the molt 
delightful fmirk imaginable ; even his 
Furies looked as if they were half inclined 
to throw their torches into the water, and 
the ferpents around their temples were as 
mild as eels. Many ladies ftiled him 
Pittore amabile^ and many gentlemen 
had their fnuff- boxes painted by his 
hand. He lived happily and content- 
edly till he became acquainted with 

O 2 Soorcroutf 
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.Soorcrour, who was a great admirer of 
Titian, and advifed him by all means to 
copy his performances j and as he gene* 
rally followed the advice of thofe who 
thought it worth their while to give him 
any, he immediately fet about it, but did 
not profit fo much as he expeftcd. It 
was Soorcrout who engaged him in that 
unlucky difpute with Og of Bafan and 
Andrew Guelphj a contrpverfy which 
lowered them confiderably in the eyes of 
the world, and forfeited them the pro- 
teftion of Signor Boccadolce, 

After this dlfgrace, Soorcrout went to 
.England, and Sucrewaffer loitered in the 

"^environsof Venice till theftorm was blown 
over. He then returned, lived peaceably 

there many years, and died at] length 

of a cold he caught at a party On the 

water. 
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water. His moft fplendid performance, 
Salome, mother of the Maccabees, which 
he imitated from Titian, was fold by 
Soorcrout in England. 



BlunderbuJGSana. 



IT is with difficulty we can afcertain 
the place or even the country where 
this artift was born ; but we have moft 
reafon to imagine it was in Dalmatia, 
towards the confines of Croatia. Rou- 
zinflci Blunderbufliana, father of him 
whofe adventures will be the fubjcdt of 
the following pages, was captain of fome 
banditti, for many years the terror of 
Dalmatia and the neighbouring coun- 
trics. This formidable band exercifed the 
moft unlimited depredations, and as they 
were very numerous, nothing but an army 
could oppofe them. Finding, however, 
fecurity in defiles amongft the moun- 

tainSy 
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tains, known but to themfelves, the Ve- 
netian and Hungarian foldicry attempted 
their extirpation in vain. Rouzinfki, 
their leader, was one of the haughtieft 
of mankind^ his uncommon ilature, 
matchlefs intrepidity, and wonderful 
fuccefs, had raifed him to the defpotic 
command of thefe brave favages, to 
whom no entcrprize feemed impoflible, 
and who executed their projeds almoft 
as foon as they were conceived. The 
caves in which they refided were hol- 
lowed in the rocks, forming the fummit 
of a mountain in the wild province of 
the Morlakes, which they had in ft man- 
ner fubdued) no one daring to approach 
the fpot where they had eftabliihed theiif 
habitations. The peak of this moun- 
tain, feen from afar, wa^ regarded by 
the Dalmatians with horror. Had they 

known 
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known what fccnes it concealed, they 
would have trembled indeed. The plan 
of this work will not admit a particular 
defcripcion of this mountain and its caves, 
or elfe I Ihould certainly have lain before 
my readers ibme particulars concerning the 
refidenceof thefebanditti^ which, perhaps, 
might have been worthy their attention; 
but at prefent I mull confine myfelf 
merely to what relates to the life of Blun- 
dcrbufliana. His father returning with 
a rich booty from Turky, brought with 
him a lady of fome diilinfkion, who had 
fallen unfortunately into his hands. He 
conveyed her to his cave, attempted to 
amufe her with the .fight of thofe maga- 
zines (immenfe grottos) which contained 
his trejrfures, and by degrees falling, 
deeply in lovq with her, laid them all ac» 

her feet. 
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The young Turk, who had feen but 
little of the world, was chimed with the 
manly afpedt of her admirer, and dazzled 
by his liberality, after fomc time forgot 
the difguft his favage profeflion infpired* 
She at length confented to make him hap<* 
py ; and our hero fprung from this con* 
neftion^ which was celebrated with tu-' 
multuous feftivity throughout all the 
fubterraneous empire. Blunderbuliiana's 
firil ideas, caught from the obje&s a* 
round, cannot be fuppofed of the gen« 
tleft nature* He beheld gloomy caverns 
hollowed in craggy rocks, which threat- 
ened every inftant to fall upon his head. 
He heard each night dreadful relations 
of combats which had happened in the 
day, and often, when wandering about 
the entrance of the caves, he fpied his 
father and his companions (tripping the 

flain^ 
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(lain, and letting down their bodies into 
pits and fiflures which had never been 
fathomed. Being long inured to fuch 
ghaftly fights, he by degrees grew pleafed 
with them, and his inclination for paints 
ing firfl: manifefted itfelf in the defire he 
had of imitating the figures of his father's 
warriors. 

Rouzinfki, as foon as his fon was 
able to dart a javelin or bear a 
mufket, led him to the chace, and exult- 
ed in the aftivity with which he pur- 
fued the boar, and the alacrity with 
which he murdered the trembling flag. 
After he had fpent a year in thefe fan- 
guinary amufements, his father thought 
him worthy to partake his expeditions, 
and led him firfi: to the rencounter of a 
pretty large body of Turks, who efcort- 

P ^ cd 
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ed fome Hungarian merchants. *' Such 
for the future muft be your ganie/* faid 
the ruthlcfs robber to his fon, who per- 
formed prodigies of cruelty and valour. 
But let me draw a veil over fuch fright- 
ful pictures. Though the truth forbids 
me entirely to conceal them, humanity 
pleads ftrongly for the abridgment of 
their relation. Two fummers pafled 
away in continual rapines and eternal 
fcenes of aftive oppreflion. The winter 
was the feafon of repofe, and the young 
Rouzinfki employed it in recollefting 
the adventures of the fummer months 
and fixing them by his pencil. Some- 
times he read a treatife upon painting, 
found amongft the fpoils of fome Ita- 
lians, which affifted him infinitely. 
They much recommended the ftudy of 
anatomy, and he did not hefitate to foU 

low 
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low the advice they gave. His father's 
band frequently bringing bodies to their 
caves, he amufed himfelf with differing 
and. imitating the feveral parts, till he 
attained fuch a perfection in mufcular 
expreffion as is rarely feen in the works 
of the greareft mifters. His application 
i^as furprizing; for his curibfity to exa- 
mine the ftrufture of the human frame 
being inflamed, he purfued the ftudy with 
fuch eagernefs as thofe who are not am^ 
feurs cannot eafily imagine. Every day 
difcovered fome new artery, or tendon to 
his. View, every hour produced fomc 
inafterly defign, and though without any 
pcrfon to guide him, he made a progre& 
which would have done credit to the 
tnoft eminent artitts. He now began to 
put his figures together in a great man- 
ner, and to group them with judgment ; 

but 
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but colours were wanting, and without 
materials, Michael Angelo would have 
conceived the dome of St, Peter's in vain. 
He had read in his treatifeof the works of 
Italian painters, which he languiflied to 
behold, and was determined, if poffible, 
in the enfuing fummer, to efcape from 
his father and fly to a country, where he 
might indulge his inclinations ; how- 
ever, for the prefent he was charmed 
with the opportunities of perfe6ting 
bimfelf in anatomy, and that occupation 
diverted his intention of taking flight for 
feme time. In the fpring he ufed early 
in the morning to quit his cave, and fre* 
quently trufllng a body over his Ihoul- 
ders, repaired to a wood, and delighted 
bimfelf in exploring it. Infl:ead of car- 
rying with him, in his walks, a nice 
pocket edition of fome Elzevir claific, 

he 
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he never was without a leg or an arm^ 
which hewent dicing along, and generally 
accompanied his operations with a me* 
lodious whittling 5 for he was of a chear* 
ful difpofition, and, if he had had a dif- 
ferent education, would have been an 
ornament to fociety. 

Summer came, and he was called 
to attend his father and a feleft detach- 
ment of the band, on an jcxpcdition into 
the Hungarian territories 5 but feme re- 
gular troops being aware of their inten- 
tions, lay in ambufh for their coming, 
fallied upon them, and left the old Rou- 
zinfki, with thirty of his comrades, dead 
upon the field. Blunderbufiiana efcap- 
cd, and made the beft of his way thro* 
forefts deemed impenetrable, and moun- 
tains, where he fubfifted on wild fruh 

and 
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and the milk of goats. When he reached 
the borders of cultivation, his favage 
mien and the barbarous roll of his eyes, 
frighted every villager that beheld him ; 
and fo ftrange was his appearance, that 
fome faid he could be nothing but the 
Antichrift, and others believed him to b^ 
the Wandering Jew. After having expe- 
rienced innumerable hardihips, v^hich 
none but thofe accuftomed from their 
infancy to fatigues could have fuftained, 
he arrived at Friuli ; where he was em* 
ployed in cutting wood, by a Venetian 
furgeon, who had retired there to enjoy 
an cftate which had been lately be- 
queathed him. One day, after he 
had worked very hard, he feized a 
cat that was frilking about near him» 
and, by way of recreation, diffc<9:ed the 
animal with fuch fkiU, that his maller» 

who 
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who happened to pafs by, was quite fur- 
prized, and mentioned this circumftancfe 
to feveral of his friends at dinner, a- 
mongft whom the famous Jofeph Porta 
chanced to be prefent. This painter, 
who was a great admirer of anatomy, 
wiftied to fee the young proficient, and 
being (truck with his uncouth figure^ 
began to Iketch out his portrait on fomb 
tablets he carried about him. Blunder- 
buffiana was in raptures during the per-»- 
formance, and begging earneftly to exa- 
mine it more narrowly^ fnatched the* 
pencil from Porta's hand^ and in a few 
ftrokes corredted fome faults in the ana- 
tomy with fuch boldnefs and veracity* 
as threw the painter into amazement. 
Happening to want a fervant at this 
time, Porta defired his friend to permit 
BlunderbuiTiana's returning with him tu 

Q^ Venice j 
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Venice; a requeft he granted without 
delay, and the young man joyfully ac- 
companied him. He did not long re- 
main with his matter as a fervant, being 
foon confidered in the light of a difciplq. 
All poflible advantages were procured 
him, and after a year's ftudy he gave 
feveral pieces to the public, in which 
the clair obfcure was finely obferved. 
The fcenes of his former life were ftill 
frefh in his memory, and his piftures 
almoft always reprefented vaft perfpec- 
tive caverns red with the light of fires, 
around which banditti were caroufing ; or 
elfe dark valleys between fhaggy rocks 
ftrewed with the fpoils of murder'd tra- 
vellers. His father, leaning on his fpear^ 
and giving orders to his warriors, was 
generally the principal obje6t in thcfe 
pieces, chara(5lerifcd by a certain horror, 

whioh 
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which thofe ignorant of fuch dreadful 
fcencs fancied imaginary. If he repre- 
fented waters, they were dark and trou- 
bled; if trees, deformed and withered. 
His Ikies were lowering, and his clair 
ohfcure in that ftylc the Italians call /graf- 
fito (a greyifti melancholy tint) \^hich 
fuited the gloominefs of his fubjefts. 
It might be conjeftured from this choice 
of fubjefts, that Blunderbufliana was a 
very difmal perfonage. On the con- 
trary, he was, as we hinted before, of 
a focial difpofition, and much relifhed 
by thofe with whom he fpent the hours 
he dedicated to amufement. His plea- 
fures, to be fure, were Angular, and 
probably will not be ftyled fuch by 
many of our readers. For example ; 
after a chearful repaft, which he never 
bailed to enliven by his fallies, he would 

Q. 2 engage 
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engage fome of his friends to ramble 
about at midnight, and leading them 
flily to fome burying grounds, entige 
them, by way of frolick, to (leal fome 
of the bodies, which he bore off" with 
the greateft glee ; exulting more than if 
he had carried alive in his ^rms the fair- 
eft ladies in th^ environs. This diver* 
(ion proved fatal to him at length ; for 
he caught a violent fever in confequence 
of a drinking match, which was to pre- 
cede one of thefe delicious excurfions. 
The diforder, attacking his robuft con- 
ftitution, reduced him in two days to ^ 
very critical fituation ; and, burning 
with heat, he plunged into a cold bath, 
out of which he was taken delirious, 
and being conveyed to his bed, began 
to rave in a frightful manner. Every 
minute he feemed to behold the man* 

gle4 
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gled limbs of thofe he had anatomized, 
quivering in his apartment, '* Hafte, 
give me my inftruments," cried he, 
" that I may fpoil the gambols of three 
curfed legs, that are juft ftalked into the 
room, and are gomg to jump upon mc, 
Help ! help ! or they will kick me out 
of bed. There again; only fee thofe 
Ugly heads, that do nothing but roll over 
me ! — Hark ! what a lumbering noife 
they make ! now they glide along as 
fmoothly as if on a bowling-green,— 
Mercy defend me from thofe gogling 
eyes ! — Open all the windows, fet wide 
the doors, — let thofe grim cats out that 
fpit fire at me and lafti me with their 
tails. O how their bones rattle!—— 
Help !— Mercy !— O !''— The third day 
releafed him from his torments, and his 
body, according to his defire, was deli- 
vered, 
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vered, with all his anatomical defigns, to 
the college of furgeons. Such was the 
end of the ingenious Blunderbuffiana, 
whofe fkcleton the faculty have cano- 
nized, and whofe paintings, difperfed in 
moft of the Venetian palaces, ftill terrify 
the tender-hearted. 



Water- 



Waterfouchy. 

WE will now change our fcencry 
from the rocks of Dalmatia to 
the levels of Holland^ and inftead of 
failing on the canals of Venice faunter 
a little by thofe of Amfterdam. It was 
in the Kalverftraat, oppofite to the hotel 
of Etanlhafts, next door to the Blue 
Lion, that Waterfouchy, whofe delicate 
performances are fo eagerly fought after 
by the curious, firft drew his breath. 
The name of Waterfouchy had been 
known in Amfterdam fince the firft ex- 
iftence of the republic. Two wax-chan- 
dlers, and at leaft twelve other capita|deal- 
crs in greafe, had rendered it famous, and 

the 
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the he^d of the family can never be for- 
gotten, fince he invented that admirable 
dilh from which his dependents derived 
their appellation. Our artift*s father, 
from humbly retailing farthing candles, 
rofe, by a monopoly on tallow, to great 
affluence, and had the honour of en- 
lightening half the city. He was a 
thrifty diligent man, loved a pipe of re- 
fleftion in the evening, and invented 
fave-alls ; but it was for the fole ufe of 
his own family. This prudent charafter 
endeared him fo much to Mynheer Boo- 
terfac, a rich vintner, his next door neigh- 
bour, that he propofed to him his only 
daughter in marriage, and from this aU 
liance, which happily" took place on the 
3d of May, 1640, fprung the hero of 
thcfe memoirs. 

The 
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The birth of young Waterfouchy was 
marked by a decent though jovial meet- 
ing of his kindred on both fides. Much 
wine was drank, and ten candles afligned 
for home confumption. Such feftivity 
had not been difplayed in the family 
finceit firft began. Nor were thefe rejoic- 
ings without other foundation, as old 
Waterfouchy, who had hitherto' toiled 
and moiled from morn till eve, refolved, 
at the birth of his child to leave off bufi- 
nefs, and enjoy at eafe the fortune he had 
acquired. It will be ncedlefs to men- 
tion particularly the great care that was 
taken of the young Jeremy (for fo he 
was baptized). Let it fuffice to relate, 
that two years elapfed before he was 
weaned — fo great was the tendernefs of 
his parents, and fuch their fears left a 
change of diet might endanger his con- 

R ftitution. 



122 WATERSOUCHY. 

ftitution. It was no wonder that this 
child infpircd fuch affedlionate fenti- 
mcnts in his parents, fo winning was his 
appearance. How could they fail to be 
ftruck with the prettied:, primm^ft mouth 
in the world, a rofe-bud of a nofe, large 
rolling eyes, and a complexion foft and 
mellow like his paternal candles ? This 
fwcet baby gave early figns of delight ia 
rich and pleafing objedls. The return 
of his parents from church in their holi- 
day apparel ever attrafted his attention 
and excited a placid fmile, and any Arran- 
ger garnifhed with lace might place him 
on his knee with impunity. He feemed 
to feel peculiar pleafurc at feeing peo- 
ple bow to each other, and learnt 
fooner than any child in the ftreet to 
handle his knife, to fpare his bib and 
kifs his hand with addrefs. This pro- 

mifmg 
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mifmg heir of the Waterfouchies had 
juft entered into his fifth year, when his 
father ventured for the firft time to take 
him about to the Booterfacs and his other 
relations. Thefe good people, enchant- 
ed with the neatnefs of his perfon and the 
corrednefs of his behaviour, never failed 
to load him with toys, fugar plumbs, and 
gingerbread; but a fpruce fetof-Slfop's 
Fables, minutely engraved, and fome 
defigns for Bruffels point, were the pre- 
fents in which he chiefly delighted, 
Thefe delicate drawings drew his whole 
attention, and they were not long in his 
hands before he attempted to imitate 
them, with a perfeverance and exaftnefs, 
furprizing at his years. Thefe infantine 
performances were carefully framed and 
glazed, and hung up in Madam Water- 
fouchy*s apartment, where they always 

R 2 produced 
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produced the higheft admiration. A- 
mongft thofe who were principally ftruck 
with their merit was the celebrated 
Francis Van Cuyck de Mierhop, a noble 
artift from Ghent, who, during his refi- 
dence at Amfterdam, frequently conde- 
fcended to pafs his evenings at Water- 
fouchy's, Mierhop could boaft of illuf- 
trious defcent, to which his fortune was 
by no means equal, and having a pecu- 
liar genius for painting eatables, old wo- 
men, and other pieces of ftill life, applied 
himfelf to the art, and made a confidera- 
ble figure, Waterfouchy's table was 
quite an academy in the branches he 
wifhed to cultivate, daily exhibiting the 
completefl: old women, the moft portly 
turbots, the plumpeft foles, and, in a 
word, the bed conditioned fifli imagina- 
ble, of every kind. Mierhop availed 

himfelf 
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himfelf of his friend's invitations to ftudy 
legs of mutton, firloins of beef, and 
joints of meat in general. It was for 
Madam Waterfouchy he painted the 
moft perfeft fillet of veal, that ever made 
the mouth of man to water, and fhe 
prided herfelf not a little upon the original 
having appeared at her table. 

The air of Amfterdam agreeing with 
Mierhop's conftitution, and Waterfou- 
chy's table not lefs with his palate, he 
was quite infpired during his refidence 
there, and took advantage of thefe cir- 
cumftances to immortalize himfelf, hy 
an immenfe and moft inviting pidture, 
in which he introduced a whole enter- 
tainment. No part was negledled.— 
The vapour fmoking over the dilhes ju- 
dicioufly concealed the extremities of the 

repaft. 
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repaft, and gave the fineft play to the 
imagination. This performance was 
placed with due folemnity in the But- 
chers -hall at Ghent, of which refpeftable 
corps he had been chofcn prote6tor. 

Whilft he remained at Amfterdam, 
young Waterfouchy was continually 
improving, and arrived to fuch perfec- 
tion in copying point lace, " that Mier- 
hop entreated his father to cultivate thefc 
talents, and to place his fon under the 
patronage of Gerard Dow, ever renowned 
for the exquiQte finifli of his pieces. 
Old Waterfouchy ftared at the propofal, 
and folemnly afked his wife, to whofe 
opinion he always paid a deference, whe- 
ther painting was a genteel profeffion 
for their fon. Mierhop, who overheard 
^ their converfationi^ fmiled difdainfuUy at 

the 
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the queftion, and Madam Waterfouchy 
anfwered, that fhe believed it was one of 
your liberal arts. In few words, the 
father was perfuaded, and Gerard Dow^ 
then refident at Lcyden, prevailed upon 
to receive the fon as a difciple. 

Our young artift had no fooner fct his 
foot within his mailer's apartment, than 
he found every obje<5t in harmony with 
his own difpofitions. The colours finely 
ground, and ranged in the neateft boxes^ 
the pencils fo delicate as to be almoft 
imperceptible, the varnifli in elegant 
phials, the eafel juft where it ought to 
be, filled Him with agreeable fenfations^ 
and exalted ideas of his mafters merit. 
Gerard Dow on his fide was equally 
pleafed, when he faw him moving about 
with all due circumfpedtion, and noticing 

his 
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his little prettinefles at every ftep. He 
therefore began his pupiPs initiation with 
great alacrity,firfl:teachinghimcautioufly 
to open the cabinet door, left any particles 
of duft Ihould be diflodged and fix upon 
his canvas, and advifing him never to 
take up his pencil without fitting mo- 
tionlefs a few minutes, till every mote 
cafually floating in the air Ihould be fet- 
tled. Such inftruftions were not thrown 
away upon Waterfouchy: he trcafured 
them up, and refined, if pofllble, upon 
fuch refinements, 

Whilft he was thus learning method 
and arrangement, the other parts of his 
education were not neglefted. A neigh- 
bour! rii>; fchoolmL-ifler inftrufled him in 

4 7 

the rudiments of Latin, and a barber, 
v.'!:u often i}:"\cd .s a model to Gerard 

Dow, 
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Dow, when compofing his moft fublimc 
pieces, taught him the management of 
the violin, With"the happieft difpofitions 
we need not be furprized at the progrefs 
he made, nor aftonifhed when we hear 
that Gerard Dow, after a year's ftudy^ 
permitted him to finifh fome parts of his 
own choiceft: produdlions. One of his 
earliefl: elfays was in a large and capital 
perfpeftive, in which a chriftening enter- 
tainment was difplayed in all its glory* 
To defcribe exadlly the mafterly group 
of the goflips, the demurenefs of the 
maiden aunts, the puling infant in the 
arms of its nurfe, the plaits of its fwad- 
dling-cloaths, the glofs of its ribbons, 
the fringe of the table-cloth, and the ef- 
fe6l of light and (hade on a falver adorn- 
ed with cuftard-cups and jelly-glaffcs, 
would require at leaft fifty pages. In 

S this 
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this fpacc, perhaps, thofe details might 
be included i but to convey a due idea of 
that precifenefs, that air of decorum, 
which was fpreadover the whole pidlure^ 
furpafles the power of words. The col- 
lar of a lap*dog, a velvet bracelet, and 
the lace round the caps of the goflips, 
were the parts of this ri&^^*^^«t;r^, which 
Waterfouchy had the honour of finifh- 
ing, and he acquitted himfelf with a truth 
and exadlnefs that enraptured his mailer, 
and brought him to place unbounded 
confidence in the hair ftrokes of his pen- 
cil. By degrees he rofe to the higheft 
place in the efteem of that incomparable 
artift, who, after eight years had elapfed, 
fufFered him to group without afiftance.. 
An arm chair of the richeft velvet, and 
a Turkey carpet, were the firft compofi- 
tions of which he claimed the exclufivc 

honour. 
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honoun The exquifite drawing of thefe 
pieces was not lefs obfervable than the 
fofcnefs of their tints and the abfolute 
nature of their colouring. Every man 
wifhed to fit down in the one, and every 
dog to repofe on the other, 

Whilft Waterfouchy was making 
daily advances in his profeffion, his fa- 
ther was attacked by a lethargy, that, in- 
fenfibly gaining ground, carried him off, 
and left his fon in the undifturbed pof« 
feflion of a confiderable fum of money. 
No fooner was he apprized of this event 
than he took leave of Gerard Dow, and 
arrived at his native city time enough to 
attend the funeral proceflion, and to par- 
take of the feaft which followed it; 
where his becoming forrow and proper 
behaviour fixed him in the efteem of all 

S2 his 
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his relations. This good opinion he 
took care to maintain, never fhewing 
more attention to one than to another, 
but as it were portioning out his compli- 
ments into equal fhares. Having pafled 
the ufual time without frequenting the 
world, and having clofed the account of 
condolence, he began to take pleafure in 
fociety, and make himfelf known. His 
fcrupulous adherence to form and pro- 
priety procured him the entre of many 
confiderable houfes, and recommended 
him to the particular notice of fbme of 
the principal magiftrates of Amfterdani. 
Thefe grave perfonages thought he 
would do honour to their city in foreign 
parts, and therefore advifed his going to 
Antwerp for the advancement of his 

feputation. 

Antwerp 
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Antwerp was at this period the centre 
of arts and manufadures -, its public 
buildings were numerous and magnifi- 
cent ; its citizens wealthy -, ftrangers 
from every quarter reforted thither, for 
bufinefs, or forpleafure. Rubens had 
introduced a fondnefs for painting, and 
had ornamented his cabinet with the 
mod valuable productions of the pencil. 
This example was followed, and collec- 
tions began to be formed by the opulent 
inhabitants. Where then could a paint- 
er, bleffed with fuch talents as Water- 
fouchy, expeft a more favourable recep-^ 
tion ? He foon refolvcd to follow the 
advice of his refpeftable friends, and 
having fettled his aiFairs and palled a 
month or two in taking leave of his ac- 
quaintance with due form, he began his 
journey. Many recommendatory letters 

were 
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were given him, and particularly one to 
Monficur Baife4a-main, a banker of the 
firfl: eminence, and an encourager of the 
fine arts, who united the greateft wealth 
with the moft exemplary politcncfs. All 
the way he amufed himfelf in the track- 
Ikuit with looking over the ftock of 
compliments he had treafured up from 
his youth, in order to perfed himfelf in 
all the rules of that good breeding, he 
purpofcd to difplay at Antwerp. " Con- 
fider," faid he to himfelf, " before whom 
you are to appear -, refleft that you are 
now almoft arrived at the zenith of pro- 
priety. Let all your aftions be regular 
as the ftrokes of your pencil, and let the 
varnifli of your manners fliine like that 
of your paintings. Regulate your con- 
du£t by the fair example of thofe you 
will fhortly behold^ and do not the fmall* 

eft 
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eft thing but as if Monfieur Baife la- 
main were before you." Full of thefe 
refolutions he drew near to Antwerp. 
Advancing between fpruce gardens and 
trim avenues he entered the city, not 
without fome prefentiment of the fame 
he was to acquire within its walls. Eve- 
ry manfion with high chequered roofs 
and mofaic chimnies, every fountain 
with elaborate dolphins and gothic pin- 
nacles, found favour in his eyes. He 
was pleafed with the neat perfpeftives 
continually prefenting themfclves, and 
augured well from a regularity fo con- 
fonant to his own ideas. After a few 
hours repofe at an inn, arranging each 
part of his drefs with the utmoft preci- 
fion, he fallied forth in the cool of the 
evening, (for it was now the midft of 
fummer) to deliver his recommendatory 

letters. 
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letters. The firft perfon to whofe ac- 
quaintance he afpired was Monfieur 
Baife-la-main, who occupied a fump* 

• 

tuous hotel near the cathedral. Dire6t« 
ing his fteps to that quarter^ he pafled 
through feveral lanes and alleys with 
flownefs and caution, and arrived in a 
fpotlefs condition at the area of that ce- 
lebrated edifice, which was enlivened by 
crouds of well dreffed people pafling and 
repaffing each other, with many courteous 
bows and falutations, whilfl: two fets of 
chimes in the fpire above them filled the air 
with fober pfalmody. Waterfouchy was 
charmed when he found himfelf in this 
region of fmirking faces, and ftepping 
forwards amongft them, enquired for 
Monfieur Baife-la-main. Every body 
pointed to a gentleman in a modifh per- 
ruque, blue coat with gold frogs, and 

black 
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black velvet breeches. To this prepof* 
fefling perfonage he advanced with his 
very bed bow, and delivered his letter* 
No fooner did the gentleman arrange his 
fpeftacles, and glance over the firft lines 
of the epiftle, than he returned the greet- 
ing fourfold. Waterfouchy was as pro- 
digal of falutations, and could hardly 
believe his ears when they were faluted 
with thefe flattering exprcflions. " Your 
arrival, Mr, Waterfouchy, is an event 
I fhall always have the honour to re- 
member. And, Sir, permit me to aflure 
you, from the bottom of my heart, that 
nobody can feel more thoroughly the 
obligations I have to my moft: eftimabl^ 
friends at Amfterdam, for the opportu- 
nity, Sir, they give me, of fhewing any 
little, trifling, miferable attentions in my 
power, to a difciple of Gerard Dow. 

T Let 
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Let me intreat you to tarry fome time 
in my poor manfion : Indeed, Sir, you 
muft not refufe me — I beg, my dear and 
rcfpedtable Sir, — I befeech" — Itwasim- 
poflible to refift fuch a torrent of civi- 
lity. Waterfouchy prepared to follow 
the courteous banker, who, taking him 
by the hand, led him, with every de- 
monftration of kindnefs, to the door of 
his hotel. 

Its frontifpiece, rich with "allegorical 
figures, of which I never could obtain 
a fatisfaftory explanation, was diftin- 
guiflied from more vulgar entrances, and 
feats of coloured marble on each fide 
added to its magnificence. Let my 
i;eaders figure to themfclves Monfieur 
Baife- la-main, leading the obfequious 
Waterfouchy thro' fcveral large halls 

and 
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and long paffages, 'till they entered a 
rich apartment, where a circle of com- 
pany, very fplendidly attired, rofe up to 
receive them. Half an hour was fpcnt 
in prefenting the artift to every indivi- 
dual. At length a paufe in this ce- 
remony enfued, and then the congra- 
tulations, with which he had been firfl: 
received, were begun ^new with re- 
doubled ardour. Waterfouchy, finding 
himfelf furrounded by fo many folemn 
rufis and con&quential farthingales, was 
penetrated with the fublimity of eti- 
quette, and thought himfelf in the very 
Athens of politenefs. This fervice of 
rites and ceremonies, with which ftran- 
gers in thofe times were uihered into 
Antwerp, being hardly ended, the com- 
pany began at length to relax into fome 
degree of familiarity. 

T 2 Mieris 
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in his cfteem. He adored the extreme 
nicety of her touch, and not a little ad- 
mired that ftri6t fenfe of propriety which 
had induced her to marriage ; for it feems 
ihc had chofen Jean Graff of Nuremburg 
for her hufband, merely to ftudy the 
Nud in a modeft way. After he had fe- 
licitated Madam Merian and Mieris upon 
their innumerable perfedions, he took a 
curfory furvey of the reft of the collec- 
tion. He commended Albert Durer-, but 
could not help exprelfing fome difcon- 
tent at Polemburg. The woody land- 
fcapes, which this painter imagined with 
fo much happinefs, were in general in- 
terfperfed with the remains of antique 
temples, with rills and bathing nymphs 
in a ftyle our artift could never tafte. He 
liked their minutenefs, but condemned 
the choice of fubjcfts. " 0!» faid 

Monfieur 
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Monfieur Baife-la-main, " I love Polem- 
burg ; he is the eflence of fmoothnefs and 
fuavity. But I agree, that there is fome- 
thing rather confufed and unintelligible 
in his buildings, far unlike thofe com- 
fortable habitations which our friend 
Mieris reprefents with fuch meritorious 
accuracy/' Mieris bowed, and Water- 
fouchy, encouraged by Monfieur Baife- 
la-main's coincidence with his opinion, 
continued his critique. He fhook his 
head at a pifture wherein Polemburg had 
introduced a group of ruins, and ex- 
claimed " Why not fubftitute, for 

example, the great church of Antwerp 
flourifliing in the height of its perfeftion, 
in the room of thofe Roman lumps of 
confufion and decay ? — Inftead of repre- 
fcnting the flowers of the parterre, he 
crouds his foreground with all manner of 

woods. 
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woods, and beftows as much pains on a 
dock leaf as I fhould on the moft efti- 
mable carnation in your garden. Naked 
figures too I abhor : Madam Merian*s 
cupids excepted, they are unfit to be 
viewed by the eye of decorum. And 
what opportunities does an artift lofe by 
the banifhment of drefs ! In drefs and 
drapery are difplayed the glory of his 
pencil ! In ear-rings and bracelets the 
perfeftion of his touch — in a carpet all 
his fcience is united — grouping, colour- 
ing, fhading, effedt, every thing! Po- 
lemburg might have been a delightful 
mafter, had he remained with us -, but 
he removed to Italy, and quitting the 
manner of Elfheimer for the caprices of 
Raphael, no wonder his tafte fliould have 
been corrupted." Monfieur Baife-la- 
main and the artifts liftened attentively 



WATERSOtrCHY. 145 

to this harangue^ and conceived great 
ideas of Waterfouchy's tafte and abili*. 
ties. The banker thought himfelf pof- 
fcfled of the eighth wonder of the world, 
and from this moment rcfolved to engrofs 
it entirely^ 

Supper being ferved up^ the company 
left the cabinet and entered a large hall, 
ornamented with the decollation of Ho- 
lophernes by Mabufe, and a brawn's 
head by Mierhop.— In the midft ap- 
peared a table covered with dainties, in 
dilhes of maffive plate, and illuminated 
by innumerable wax lights, around 
which the company was aflembled; 
Waterfouchy was placed betwixt Mon- 
jGeur Baife- la-main and the Burgomafter 
Van Gulph, a folemn upright man of 
glowing nofe and fair complexion. Our 

U artift 



\ 



I4& WATERSOUCHY. 

aitift could not for fome time talce his eye 
from off the Burgomafter's band, which 
was edged with the fined lace, and took 
an opportunity, whilft the other guefts 
were clofely engaged with the entertain- 
ment, to make a (ketch from it, that 
did him honour and ferved to confirm 
him in his patron's good opinion. 

The repaft was conduced in the moft 
orderly manner. By the time the Hip- 
pocras and Canary wines were handed 
about, univerfal fatiety and good hu^ 
mour prevailed. The little difappoint- 
ments of thofe, who were too late for 
one difh, or too full to tafte another^ 
were forgotten, and the refpeftable Van 
Gulph, having fwallowed his ufual 
portion of the good things of this world, 
began to expand, and pledged Water- 

fouchy 
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Touchy with much affability, who loudly 
defcanted on the tafte and difcernmenc 
of Monfieur Baife-la-main, fo apparent 
in his rare coUedlion. Mieris taking the 
hint, feconded the obfervation, which 
was enforced by Madam Merian, whofe 
example was followed by the reft of the 
ladies ^-^Every one vied with his neigh- 
bour in fteeping fugar*d cakes in fweet 
wine, and beftowing the ampleft com- 
mendations on the cabinet of Monfieur 
Baife-la-main, who, in the midft of 
tranfport, exclaimed, " Now truly my 
pidurcs pay me intereft for my money!'* 
The defert was ufhered in with profufion 
of applaufe : All was fmirk and compli- 
ment, whilft this fweetmeat was offered 
and that declined. At length it grew 
late, and the company feparated after the 
accuftomcd formalities.— Watcrfouchy 

U2 was 
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was conduced to his apartment, which 
correfpondcd with the magnificence of 
the manfion 5 and lulled aflcep by the 
moft flattering refleftions, dreamt all the 
night of nothing but of painting the 
Burgomafler and his band. At breakfaft 
next morning, he expreffed to Monfieur 
Baife-la-main the ambition he had of dif- ^ 
tinguifhing himfelf at Antwerp, and 
begged to feclude himfelf a fmall fpace 
from the world, that he might purfue 
his ftudies. Monfieur Baife-la-main ap- 
proved of this idea, and afligned a room 
for his reception, where he foon arranged 
his pallet, pencils, &c. with all the pre- 
cifion of Gerard Dow. Nobody but 
the maftcr of the houfe was allowed to 
enter this fandluary. Here our artift 
remained fix weeks in grinding his co- 
Jours^ compofing an admirable varnifli, 

and 
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and preparing his canvafs, for a per- 
formance he intended as his chef d^oeuvre. 
A fortnight- more paffed before he dccid- 
cd upon a fubjedt. At laft he deter- 
mined to commemorate the opulence of 
MonfieurBaife-la-main, by a perfpeftiv? 
of his counting-houfe. He chole an in- 
terefting moment, when heaps of gold 
Jay glittering on the counter, and citizens 
of diftinftion were foliciting a fecure re- 
pofitory for their plate and jewels. A 
Mufcovite wrapped in fur, and an Italian 
gliftening in brocade, occupied the fore- 
ground. The eye glancing over thefe 
figures highly finilhed, was direded thro* 
the windows of the fliop into the area in 
front of the cathedral ; of which, how-* 
ever, nothing was difcovered, except two 
fheds before its entrance, where feveral 
barbers were reprefented at their different 

occu- 
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occupations. An efFeft of funfhinc upon 
the counter difcovered every coin that 
was fcattered upon its furface. On thefe 
the painter had bellowed fuch intenfe la* 
hour, that their very legends were diftin- 
guilhable. It would be in vain to at- 
tempt conveying, by words, an idea ade- 
quate to this chef d^oeuvre^ which muft 
have been feen to have been duly admired^ 
In three months it was far advanced; 
during which time our artift employed 
his leifure hours in pra&ifing jigs and 
minuets on the violin, and writing the 
firft chapter of Genefis on a watch paper, 
which he adorned with a miniature of 
Adam and Eve, fo exquifitely finifhed, 
that every ligament in their fig-leaves was 
vifible. This X\xx\cjeu d^ efprit he pre- 
fented to Madam Merian. 

When 
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When the hour of publicly difplaying 
his great performance was drawing near, 
Monfieur Baife-la-main invited a feledk 
party of connoiffeurs to a fplendid repaft, 
and after they had well fcaftcd, all joined 
in extolling the pidture as much as they 
had done the entertainment itfclf. Were 
I not afraid of fatiguing my readers more 
than I have done, I ibould repeat, word 
for wordy the exuberant encomiums this 
maftcr-piece received upon this pccafion 5 
but I truft it will be fully fufficient to 
fay, that none of the connoiffeurs were 
uninterefted, and every one had a plca- 
fure in pointing out fome new perfedlion. 
The ladies were in extafies. The Burgo- 
mafter Van Gulph was fo charmed that 
he was refolved to have his portrait by 
this delicate hand, and Monfieur Baife- 
la-main immediately fettled a penfion 

upon 
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upon the painter, merely to have the 
rcfufal of his pieces, paying largely at 
the fame time for thofe he took. 

Thefe were the golden days of Water- 
fouchy, who, animated by fo much en- 
couragement, was every week producing 
fome agreeable noveliy. Attaching him- 
felf ftrongly to the manner of Mieris, 
he, if poffible, excelled him : his HUies 
were more glofly, and his carnations 
fofter, and fo harmonious, that the Fie- 
mifh ladies, ever renowned for their frefh 
complexions, declared they had now 
found a painter worthy of portraying 
their beauty. Thus our happy artift, 
blown forwards by a continued gale of 
applaufe, reached a degree of merit un- 
known to his cotemporaries, and foon 
left Gerard Dow and Mieris behind him. 

His 
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His piftures were eagerly fought after 
by the firft coUeftors, and purchafed at fo 
extravagant a rate, that he refufed fketch^ 
ing a flipper, or defigning an ear-ring un- 
der the fum of two hundred florins. Every 
body defirous of poflefling one of thefe 
treafures approached him with purfes of 
gold, and he was fo univerfally carelled 
and admired, that I (as a faithful biogra-^ 
pher) am obliged to fay, he foon miftook 
his rank among the profefTors of the art, 
and grew intolerably vain. 

Become thus confident, he embraced, 
without hefitation, the propofal of draw- 
ing the Burgomafter Van Gulph. All 
his (kill, all his minutenefs was exhaufted 
upon this occafion. The Burgomafter 
was prefented in his formalities, fitting 
in his magifterial chair: his band was not 

X for. 
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forgotten ; it was finifhcd to the fupcr- 
lative degree. The very hairs of his cyc- 
lafties were numbered, and the pendent 
carbuncle below his nofc, which had 
baffled Mieris and the firft artifts, was at 
length rendered with perfeft exaftitudc 
and fplendour. During the execution of 
this incomparable portrait, he abfented 
himfelf from Monfieur Baife- la-main, 
and eftabliflied his abode at Van Gulph's, 
whofe inflexible propriety furpafTed even 
that of the banker. Waterfouchy, flat- 
tered by the pomp and importance of 
this great charadter, exclaimed, *' You 
are truly worthy to poflefs me !" The 
Burgomafter*s lady, who was a witnefs 
to his matchlefs talents, foon exprefled 
an ambition of being immortalized by 
his pencil, and begged to be honoured 
the next with his confideration. He 

having 
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having almoft determined never to un- 
dertake another portrait after this chef 
d^oeuvre of her cojafort, with difficulty 
^onfented. 

At length he began: Ambitious of 
Ihewing his great verfatility, and de- 
firous of producing a contrail to the 
portrait juft finiftied, he determined to 
put the lady in adion. She was repre- 
fente4 watering a capfacum, with an air 
of fuperior dignity mingled with ineffable 
fweetnefs. Every part of her drefs was 
minutely attended to ; her ruffle was ad« 
mirable; but hej; hands and arms ex- 
ceeded all idea, Gerard Dow had be- 
ftowed five days* labour on this part of 
Madam Spiering's perfon, whofe portrait 
was one of his befl: performances. Wa- 

^ 2 terfouchy 

* See Vies des Paintres Flamands, vol. 2. 217. 
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terfouchy, that he might furpafs his maf- 
ter, fpent a month in giving only to his 
patronefs*s fingers the laft touch of per* 
fedion. Each had its ring, and fo tinted, 
as almoft at firft fight to have deceived a 
difcerning jeweller. 

When he had finiflied this laft mafter- 
piece, he found himfelf quite weak and 
exhaufted. The profound ttudy in which 
he had been abforbed, impaired his 
health, and his having neglefted exercife 
for the two laft years brought on a heftic 
and feverifli complaint. The only cir- 
cumftance that now cheared his fpirits 
was the converfation of a circle of old 
ladies; the friends of Madame Gulph. 
Thefe good people had ever fome little 
incident to entertain him, fome goflip- 
ing narration that foothed and unbended 

his 



